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A Happy Christmas! 


Peace, Good Will To All! 


We say this to you 
Say it to others with a worth-while gift 
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Fascinating Stories for Young People 


HUGO OF THE BLADE 
By Julius F. Seebach 


An historical novel having as its background the stirring events 
of the Reformation period and the Thirty Years’ War. 


The narrative revoives about the thrilling experiences of Hugo 
Klinger and his descendants. They are pictured as printers 
to the leaders of the Reformation, Luther in particular, and 
as devoted adherents to the cause of Protestantism throughout 
this trying and turbulent era, up through the times of Gustavus 
Adolphus. 


Throughout the story their “trimming blade” with its inspiring 
motto, ‘““For Truth and Freedom,” remains to the fore, ever 
keeping before these noble souls the high goal to which they 
had committed themselves in their craft. 


A work as informative as it is entertaining, 
and as inspiting as it ts intriguing 


Cloth. Illustrated. $1.00 
LO EN 


GREEN TIMBER 
By Esther Gerberding Hunt 


Action, hardships met and overcome, characters such as are 
met in everyday life doing the chores that must be done are 
depicted in this fictional account of Home Mission work in the 
woodlands of the Northwest. 


The story that is unfolded concerns a young Norseman dedi- 
cated to the Gospel ministry by a dying mother and responsive 
to her desire. His difficulties in finding a field of labor, the 
establishment finally of a congregation on his own initiative 
under adverse circumstances, the loyal and untiring support 
given by his prairie bride, the successful outcome of their 
labors, and dreams come true are all related in a manner that 
will hold attention from first to last. As “green timber” they 
went into the great “‘Green Timber of the Northwest.” there 
to become ‘well seasoned” through maturing experiences. 


Cloth. Illustrated. 75 cents 


Ja Sal dak 
Send for our Holiday Catalogue 
day Jak Ja 
The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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BS Joy to the world the Lord has come! Ope 
x8 Let earth receive her King!” oe 
Fro While Mary and Joseph were watching the manger so tenderly, the whole air at that first = 
Fr Christmas was tremulous with joy. It was a time of great rejoicing in heaven and earth. Angels a 


: : E : : : 2 
who sorrowed over man’s fall, sing joyfully now over his restoration. This day Jesus was born, Son 


SE 


AG of God and Son of Man—God’s supreme gift to us that we might become adopted sons of God. 

£8 Christ’s birth was the most important that ever took place in this world and He was the only person 
4 ever born who had His choice as to how He would come. He might have come man as did the first Qe 
FO) Adam; He came a babe. “Ye shall find the Babe,” just a babe. In the flesh—our flesh, sin ex- ob 
Fo cepted, the Eternal Word of God robed in flesh, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. oN 
Eo While the shepherds had the first sight of the new-born King, the sages from afar had the on 
£8 pie! “We three Ki { be 
ngs of Ortent are, OF 
al Bearing gifts, we journey afar; oa 
RS Over field and fountain, moor and mountain on 
zz) Following yonder star.” He 
% The star in the heavens as it moved along guided the Magi on their journey as they followed On 
RS with great joy, until it rested over the place where the young Child lay. But was that all? That was On 
42 everything! In this Child all the streams of prcphecy converge. From this Child radiate all the Qe 
2 glowing lines of history. In this humble home at Bethlehem all the hopes of Abraham, the dreams OX 
5 of David, and the visions of Isaiah are realized. This cottage is the center of the world. on 
Fo Are you, friend, seeking truth? Follow ycur star. Hearken when God speaks. See the Magi oe 
= opening their packs before the Christ-Child. The search is over; the problem of destiny is solved. oe 
NG} Here is gold for the King; here is myrrh for the Victor; here is frankincense for Very God of Very oe 
£8 God. We are passing through the days of giving. We are celebrating now the infinite grace that OF 
a5 lavished upon us the unspeakable gift, and what shall we render in return? We beseech you, don’t OF 
£2 forget the poor and needy and remember the orphan children on Christmas Day. ot 
42 The Message of Christmas is addressed to all men. Christ’s birth was mean on earth below; os 
Fr but it was celebrated with hallelujahs by the heavenly host. Jesus had a poor lodging, but a star oe 
Fi lighted the visitants to it from distant countries. He had not the magnificent equipage that other oa 
ae kings have; but He was attended with multitudes, seeking and obtaining healing of soul and body. Ope 
we He made the dumb sing His praises, and the lame to leap for joy, the deaf to hear His wonders of 
ZS and the blind to see His glory. Even the winds and storms which no earthly power can control, ge 
42 obeyed Him; and death and the grave delivered up their prey when He demanded it. a7 
5S Christmas speaks to us of one who is Partner with us in all our sorrows and all our joy. Do om 
AG) any of you mourn? Christ mourns with you. Are any of you perplexed and troubled, from what- on 
LQ ever cause? There is One who is able to unravel for us our difficulties. Let us seek the Lord, and OE 
Fr pray Him to come into our hearts and homes and fill us with peace and joy. Christ must be born On 
in each heart if we would have a true Christmas. Once there was no rocm for Him in the palace, Ore 
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the forum and the inn, but only in the stable—have you room for Christ? Here is He who, when 
He cometh in, will never go out again, but abide with you forever. Have you room for Him? 
May the Spirit of God lead each one of you to say—‘“Yes, Lord, my heart is ready, come in and 


dwell with me.” 
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Sincerest wishes for a very Merry Christmas, 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


r 
ristmas ] ay ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER, President 
, PAUL M. KINPORTS, Executive Secretary 
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E was one of those fortunates, or, perhaps, un- 
a fortunates, born with a silver spoon in his mouth, 

nurtured on champagne, reared on cocktail parties, 
and educated with fine wine. He had accepted most of 
it as fate, as he had likewise accepted a place in his 
father’s brokerage office upon graduating from Yale, 
but, in spite of the fact that he followed a more or less 
patterned life most of the time, John Yardley Sinclair 
did have some rather decided and revolutionary ideas of 
his own. 

It was on the twenty-first day of December as he 
was walking briskly along one of New York’s leading 
avenues paying little attention to the displays in the 
that his finer and nature first 
stepped into public view. A soft, wet snow was falling 
fast from a gray and overburdened sky, and he was 
hurrying to number 210 Empire Building and warmth. 


shop windows, better 


Suddenly he slackened his pace, then stopped and 
listened closely for the rest of a conversation that had 
aroused his curiosity. 

“Sissy, I’d buy it for you if I could sell a few more 
papers,” an earnest childish voice said, “but you and I 
have got to get Mummy that new coat so she won’t 
get any more colds, and it’ll take more than I’ve got 
yet.” And then he heard a still younger voice reply, 
“It’s ‘otay’ but ain’t she ‘bootiful’?” 

The Sinclairs had never been known for their per- 
sonal interest in charities. Old John, senior, would sit 
behind his desk once a year and with a flourish of a 
pen, and a look of smug satisfaction on his face, make 
out a check for a thousand dollars to the Community 
Chest, but beyond that the family felt no further re- 
sponsibilities to their fellow men. 


John stepped back a little out of the line of pedes- 
trian traffic to hear more, but the shabbily dressed little 
fellow was tugging at his sister’s light coat and saying, 
“Come, now, Sissy, we must get home before Mummy 
comes from work, or she’ll be worried about us.” 


And so the two started off. Just babies, really, John 
thought; the boy couldn’t be over eight, and the little 
girl looked about three. He didn’t know why, but some- 
thing turned him around and sent him following the two 
little urchins, and the same something caused him to 
completely forget the fact that he was hurrying to his 
office, and also that the snow was actually making him 
very wet and uncomfortable. In fact, there was soon 
a positive enjoyment in it, for John Sinclair felt for 
the first time in his life that he was following a sort of 
light that might lead him to something worthwhile. 


They walked miles, it seemed to him, those three, 
all covered completely with snow; the two in front en- 
tirely unmindful of their pursuer. Finally at the door 
of a dark dingy house at the edge of the sidewalk, a 
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And By Chat Might 


By Charlotte Anne McDermon, 
President of the Rocky Mountain Synodical Luther League 


woman stuck her head out of the window and said, “You 
children had better hurry along, your mother is nearly 
crazy worryin’ about you.” 

The two made no reply but broke into a run and 
John found it necessary to follow suit in order not to 
miss his light. But it didn’t last long for they abruptly 
turned, opened a door off the street and started up a 
flight of rickety stairs. He opened it, too, but when he 
saw an anxious-faced woman envelop two wet, but pre- 
cious tots in her arms, he shut the door and remained 
without, for the ceremony seemed a bit too sacred for 
foreign intrusion. He looked about for a number, and 
the name of the street for this section of town was coim- 
pletely unfamiliar to him. He stood for a minute de- 
bating whether to take a bus, send for his car, or return 
to his office by the same means he had come to this 
place. 


Things had been happening to him, and were now, 
he felt them, strange things he’d never sensed before and 
his decision was to walk back and ponder in this change 
which had suddenly come over him. 


The Sinclairs, as a family, were not religious-minded 
people and John realized that the spiritual side of his 
life was for the most part a blank for he hadn’t had time 
to give any thought to his soul, at least not since early 
childhood. He had gone to the Episcopal Sunday School 
for about eight years because his governess had thought 
it necessary, and somehow now for the first time in per- 
haps twenty-five years, the story of the first Christmas 
came back to him as his Sunday School teacher had 
read it. 


“What in Heaven's name has come over me?” he 
said to himself almost aloud, as he saw the sign “Empire 
Building” loom up just ahead. “Have I suddenly become 
soft and gone religious?” 48 

He walked by the retinue of office workers with a 
head-down good morning and when he passed his own 
secretary's desk looking very wet and bedraggled, and 
omitted saying “Good Morning, Kay,” as had been his 
custom for five years, she immediately got up and fol- 
lowed him into his office. 


“Mr. Sinclair, you are soaking wet, and over three 
hours late; Sue has tried several times to get you about 
her cocktail party this afternoon, where have you been?” 


Mr. Sinclair did not answer; he didn’t make any 
move to change his clothes or even get closer to the 
heat, he just sat and gazed at the wall beyond Miss 
Morris. 

His poor secretary was both perplexed and fright- 
ened; she had seen him sullenly drunk; she had seen him 
hilariously drunk; but never had she seen him in such a 
state as this. She withdrew, closed the door quietly, then 
seized the phone and called the Sinclair home. 
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James, the butler, answered. 

“James,” she said, “Miss Morris. 
Mr. Sinclair? 

“I’m sorry, Miss,” came the reply, “but Mr. Sinclair 


is in no shape to talk to anyone, much less a lady, for 
his club held their annual last night.” 


May I speak to 
It’s urgent.” 


“Is Mrs. Sinclair at home?” came the voice at the 
other end. 


“No, ma’am, she’s out shopping; could I be of any 
service?” 

She started to say yes, then changed to “no, thank 
you,” for she had decided to handle the case herself. 


Once more she opened the door between them and 
found her employer still gazing at the same spot on 
the wall. 


“Now, Mr. Sinclair,” she said in as firm a voice as 
she could muster, “you've got to change those soaked 
things. TVll send Bill in to help. He knows where your 
things are kept down here.’ Her face was white and 
frightened when she grabbed Bill by the arm and quick- 
ly told him about the situation and gave him instructions. 


She sat down behind her own desk and found her- 
self just gazing, too, while Bill was in that inner office. 
What in the world could have come over him, she 
thought? The minute she heard the door she jumped 
to her feet and dashed past Bill to the inner office. 


“Well, that is more like it,’ she said, “now I’m go- 
ing to find out what in the world has come over you.” 

He had stopped gazing at the wall and a smile lit 
his face like she had never seen on it before. Just then 
the phone rang and Kay well knew it was Sue. Darn 
those society girls, anyway, she thought. They all camped 
on his trail, but Sue practically had him according to the 
things she told around. 


“Hello, yes Sue, yes, I remember. No, I will not be 
there.” The receiver went down and then up. 


“Tf Miss Adams calls me again this morning, I’m 
not talking to anyone oyer the phone.” 


By this time Kathryn Morris felt faint but this was 
no time to faint. 


“Now, Kathryn,” said her employer, “I'll tell you 
the whole story.” 


And so he did, relating each detail to her with a 
tenderness that she had never believed he possessed. 


“Now you get your wraps on and I’ll order my car; 
you and I are going back to the house on Tenth Street 
and learn more about that little family.” 


The territory was not quite as strange to Kathryn 
as it had been to John for her college sorority had 
taken baskets into this neighborhood at the holiday 
seasons on more than one occasion, 

The two were graciously received by an emaciated 
and over-worked young woman, but there was a beauty 
and attractiveness about her as there had been about the 
children. After they had talked awhile, the boy walked 
into the room, seemed slightly surprised, then bowed and 
said: “Mummy, I’ve got to go and get my papers ready.” 


“Just a minute, young man,” interrupted John, “Miss 
Morris and I will take you in our car, we are going that 


” 


way. 
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He gave a questioning glance toward his mother, but 
she said, “It’s all right, son,” and he was satisfied. 

It is not necessary to go into the details of how the 
worthy little trio were moved and given their first chance 
at real life, but the important thing is that John Sinclair 
found himself; found that life held finer and nobler 
things than champagne and wine, and realized. too, that 
young women like Kathryn Morris help people to see 
the light. 


THE SECOND ADVENT 


As the advent season was designed to prepare the 
way of the Lord, and thus has largely a penitential im- 
port as distinguished from the joyfulness of the Christ- 
mas tide, the lessons for the season speak of the com- 
ing judgment and the necessity of keeping in readiness 
for the end of all things. The coming of our Lord nearly 
two thousand years ago to save sinners is called His 
advent; the coming of our Lord at the end of time to 
judge the quick and the dead is called His advent also. 
The latter to distinguish it from the former is called the 
second advent. 


That the Lord will come again, not in Word and 
Sacrament, as He comes to the hearts of men constantly 
and makes His abode there, but visibly, so that the eyes 
of men may see Him, is clearly testified in Scripture. 
When His disciples witnessed His ascension and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight, “while they looked stead- 
fastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men 
stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven.” (Acts 1:10,11). “The Lord Himself shall de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God” (I Thessalonians 
4:10). 


The object of His second coming is to judge man- 
kind and is thus explicitly stated. “When the Son of man 
shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with 
Him, then shall He sit on the throne of His glory: and 
before Him shall be gathered all nations; and He shall 
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats; and He shall set the sheep on 
His right hand, but the goats on the left.’ “And these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the right- 
eous into life eternal” (Matthew 25:31-33, 46). 


be Clover Picture 


by Lambert 


Rose window illustrating the Nativity, after 
the manner of the early Gothic. The figures were 
especially drawn in a stylistic attitude rather than 
the traditionally archaic. The colors are character- 
istic of those used by the early masters of the 
Fourteenth Century. This panel of glass was 
especially made by the D’Ascenzo Studios as an 
exhibition piece. 
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In Scripture, Pantomime and Song 
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CHARACTERS 
ISAIAH, the Prophet READER JEWISH MEN, WOMEN and CHILDREN 
MARY JOSEPH SHEPHERDS 
ANGELS WISEMEN 


HE same characters that take the part of Jewish 
( men and women may take the part of the shep- 
herds, wise men and angels. The Reader may be 
dressed in a long white robe. The others, except the 
Angels, wear Oriental costumes—rich for the Wisemen, 
plainer for the others. The Angels, like the Reader, wear 
long white robes, but they also wear silvered headbands. 
One of the Wisemen carries what appears to be a money 
bag, from which he will empty golden nuggets or coins 
when he makes his offering before the Christ-Child. An- 
other carries an incense bowl. A third carries a vase or urn. 
Setting 

The scenes I, II, and III are out-of-doors. There 
may be shrubs or plants placed in back for a back- 
ground and any other equipment to make the setting 
appear out-of-doors. Scene IV should be arranged to 
represent a stable of the Orient, manger and whatever 
can be constructed for background. Scene V should be 
equipment representing an humble home in Jesus’ day. 
The setting will depend upon the equipment available. 

The chorus, the pianist and the violinist are in a 
room adjoining the stage or near enough for the music, 
though muted, to be clearly heard. 

The Reader may use a Bible or copy the Scriptural 
passages to be read. 


Scene I—The Prophecy 

Prelude: (Heavy and prophetic, to give the proper 
atmosphere for Isaiah's entrance.) 

(Footlights only are on. If these are not available, 
a flashlight of sufficient power, operated by some one 
out of view and at the proper angle, would be all right. 
To soften the harsh glare, yellow cellophane may be used 
over this flashlight.) 

Chorus sings: “O Come Immanuel’ (PSH 1, twe 
stanzas) 

Isaiah (entering slowly and walking to center of 
stage, raises both hands): “The Lord Himself shall give 
you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” (Slowly 
Isaiah steps backward to exit as the chorus opens the 
next scene.) 

Scene II 

Chorus sings: “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” 
(2S B12) 

Violin Solo: “Silent Night” 

Reader: Luke 2:1-5, 

(With the last measure of this solo the Reader ap- 
pears at the extreme left or right front of the rostrum. 
A diffuse, soft light is desired here. Ii footlights are 
available, they are here turned off and wall light on. 
If electricity is not available, the use of several flash- 
lights will give the effect. As the Reader proceeds, 
groups of men, women and children in Oriental costumes 


enter the Church auditorium from rear and side vesti- 
bules, if the Church affords these. If there is only one 
door to the room, space the entrances of the various 
groups at intervals. As they walk slowly down the 
aisles some stop occasionally as if in conversation, or 
to wait for others among the travelers. The very small 
children hold the hands of their companions and from 
time to time stoop as if to pick up pebbles or other 
objects of interest. Considerable action may be put into 
this. Mary and Joseph are members of one of these 
groups, being well toward the last in reaching the stage, 
where the groups intermingle, stopping again, in twos 
and threes, as though in conversation as they crisscross 
and finally leave by various exits.) 

(The Reader, though reading deliberately, will prob- 
ably have reached this point before the groups have leit 
the stage. If so, she should pause until the last person 
is off the stage, and then continue.) 

Reader: Luke 2:6, 7. 

Chorus sings: “Away In a Manger” (PSH 40) 

(While this song is being given the stage is in semi- 
darkness, only very soit lights being used. A number of 
shepherds quietly enter and distribute themselves in 
groups. Some recline, some sit hunched up in thoughtful 
mecod, others lean on staves, studying the sky and sur- 
roundings. All are somewhat expectant and subdued. 
As the scene opens, more light is focused on shepherds, 
who move about from time to time as Reader proceeds.) 


Scene I1I—The Annunciation 

Reader: Luke 2:8, 9. 

(A spotlight illuminates the angel who appears as 
the Reader begins the above verse. In the event flash- 
lights are used, the person manipulating this should be 
out of view, as in the first scene; or one of the shep- 
herds, seated on the ground, might operate the flashlight. 
Shepherds show fear, moving about uneasily. Some of 
those standing huddle together as if in discussion. Some 
step far back in awe. Similar action continues as the 
chorus sings.) 

C@hontssiemeelE 
(PSH 25) 

Reader: Luke 2:10, 11. 

(More angels appear as the Shepherds look at each 
other as in wonderment while the Chorus sings.) 

Chorus: “Joy To The World” (PSH 19) 

Reader: Luke 2:15. 

(Shepherds motion to each other, pointing toward 
exit through which angels have already gone. If one of 
the Shepherds operates flashlight illuminating angels, he 
simply hides this in his grasp. The Shepherds leave slow- 
ly, nodding to one another in some excitement, the 
chorus sings softly.) 

Chorus: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (PSH 23) 


Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
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(The stage is darkened as Shepherds leave. Faint 
music of chimes or of piano or violin is heard. While 
stage is dark such equipment as mignt have been a part 
of the equipment of a stable in Jesus’ time is brought in, 
and Mary and Joseph are seen s'anding by the manger 
where Jesus is lying. (A large doll may be used with 
the face covered, or the manger may be so arranged that 
the audience cannot tell whether or not there is any- 
thing in the manger.) , 


IV. The Nativity 
Reader: Luke 2:16, 17. 
(The Shepherds enter the stable and bow in worship.) 
Chorus: “Come Hither Ye Faithful’ (PSH 16) 
V. The Visit of the Wise Men 
Reader: Matthew 2:1-9. 
(The Wise Men slowly cross the stage as though 
following the star as chorus sings.) 


lage Five 

Chorus: “We Three Kings of Orient Are’ (PSH 52) 
(The stage is again darkened and while t' ¢ stage is 
dark some bencnes or stoo!s and perhaps other items 


such as might have been a part of the equipment of an 
humble home in Jesus’ time are brought in and Joseph 
and Mary take their places. Mary has in her arms 4 
baby or a very large doll wrapped in a blanket so that 
its face is not seen. The Wise Men come into the house 
and bow before the Child and offer their gifts, as the 
Chorus sings.) 

Chorus: “As With Gladness Men of Old” (PSH 48) 

(The Wise Men leave the home and a dim light 
shines upon Mary, Joseph and the Baby.) 

The Reader then “And thou shalt call His 
name Jesus for He shall save His people from their sins.” 


“How 


reads: 


Chorus sings: Sweet the Name of 


Sounds.” (PSH 46) 


Jesus 
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Clhristnas @reetinns Ono Ell Our Lutermediate [eaters 
(Derry Christmas, Lutermediates! 


The Intermediate Department of The Luther League 


of America atfords a fine opportunity to cultivate and 
develop a love for the spiritual in the lives cf our grow- 
ing boys and girls. This is so true because they are 
passing through such an important period in life when 


every part of their nature is expanding. It is in this 


period of life that the Church is to mean so much for 


them, 


The Intermediate has many-sided interests and it 13 


therefore necessary for those who are working with 


them to discover the highly complex forces that are at 


work making the moral and religious character that is 
developing rapidly. 


Not only are the heads of the Intermediates to be 


developed but their hearts as well. 


What is the task of the leader of Intermediates who 
carries the responsibility of a portion of the religious 
education of these youths? 
lives with which the Intermediate workers is confronted, 


with their common characteristics, their physical develop- 


ment, likes and dislikes, it is necessary to keep in mind 
that it is the development of a Christ-like character 
within each individual toward which we point our pro- 
gram and render our service. Whatever we do in the 
development of the whole personality, one thing should 
always be kept in mind, the cultivation of the spiritual. 


Therefore, the intermediates of the congregation 
should be enlisted in the Intermediate Department of 
the Luther League for group devotional meetings. 


Local conditions will very largely determine whether 
meetings of the League are to be held weekly, bi-weekly 
or monthly. Wherever it is possible the weekly meet- 
ings are urged. There is no doubt but what the most 
comprehensive program can be carried out where the 


In view of the growing 


grou> meets an hour or more each week. Certainly there 
will be a great deal more time for the devotional and 
features short in 
order to allow more time for the social and fellowship 
part of the program. 


discussion which are apt to be cut 


But whether the meetings are frequently or less fre- 
quently held, it must be borne in mind that the meet- 
ing of most worth is the one that begins long before the 
group arrives and carries on in definite service of ac- 
tivities weeks after the discussion has taken place. 

It is, therefore, important that 
carefully planned. There should be a definite purpose 
in mind on the part of the leaders, which purpose will 
govern the character of the meeting in order that the 
desired ends program 
across to Intermediates, it must not be something done 
for them, but something participated in by them. To this 
end the program should be planned with the helps avail- 
able (Intermediate Topics Helps and Luther League Re- 
view) by a committee chosen from or by the League 
with the Superintendent acting as ex-officio members of 
the committee. This committee should arrange the pro- 
gram for months at a time. It should also choose those 
who shall take any special part in the program. 


each meeting be 


be accomplished. To put the 


The actual carrying out-of the program, the conduct 
of the worship service, should be placed in the hands of 
those who have been chosen for that honor. Experience 
has proven that Intermediates can be depended on to 
come up to their best, even if the service lacks finish, it 
gains vitality. It becomes theirs in the largest sense of 
the word. This also applies to the discussion of the 
topic. In all this, no matter how. far experience has de- 
veloped, the Superintendent must be the counsellor, help- 
ing to shape ideals, and ready ever to lift a helping 
hand. 
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Lther Tame Clippers 


By Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz 


THE DAWN SERVICE 

If you have a Dawn Service, have a trumpeter play 
some of the well-known Christmas hymns before the 
service. He might play from the tower of the Church 
or from the front door. 

Some Churches have been able to conduct the Dawn 
Service by candlelight entirely. Where this is impossible, 
candles might be placed to give enough light until the 
service begins, then the regular lights could be turned 
on for the singing and again turned off later to leave 
only the candles burning during the sermon. Suction de- 
vices such as ash trays for the windshield of cars have 
been used satisfactorily for candle holders where it was 
impossible to place enough candles in the windows. 
Glycerine is used to make sure that they stick. Candle 
light will add much to the Christmas atmosphere of the 
Dawn Service. 
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A Good Will visit to some hospital or other institu- 
tion could be arranged between the Dawn Service and 
the later service. Those participating in the visit could 
arrange to have breakfast together in the Church hall 
after the Dawn Service in order to save time for the visit. 


as 


THE LEGEND OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE 


How and where the custom of the Christmas tree 
originated is still a mystery, although many problematical 
stories have been published about it. The only fact known 
seems to be that the custom came from Germany. The 
most beautiful legend we have yet seen, published in the 
Canada Lutheran, is reprinted herewith: 


“Once upon a time, long ago, Winifred, an English 
prince, left Wessex with a train of followers to take the 
Gospel to his heathen kinsmen in Thuringia and Hesse. 
On Christmas eve they arrived at their destination. They 
found the people gathered around the Oak of Giesman, 
sacred to Thor. Old Hunrad, priest of Thor, proclaimed 
the night to be the ‘death night of the Sungod Baldur the 
Beautiful. Thor was angry with his people, and de- 
manded the mcst precious thing in the kingdom as a 
sacrifice to stay the calamities which otherwise must 
come. The people obeyed with fear and trembling. Asulf, 
the son of Duke Alvold, and the darling of the people 
was chosen. The boy consented. Armed like a soldier 
he knelt before the great stone altar to receive the fatal 
stroke. Hunrad’s hammer was raised. He was about to 
strike the fatal blow when suddenly it was arrested bv 
Winifred, who, from behind, turned it off with his staff. 
The great axe fell on the stone altar, shattering it, but 
Asulf was safe. Then Winifred preached Christ to the 
astonished crowd and proclaimed the birthright of the 


Savior, ‘fairer than Baldur, kinder than Freya the Good, 
greater than Odin, the Wise.’ When the crowd was 
quieted, and still wondering at his words, he hewed 
down the blood tree of Thor. Behind it, unharmed by 
the ruin, stood a young fir, pointing to the stars. 

“The old priest raged. The people, seeing their god 
was powerless, listened. Pointing to the fir tree Winifred 
spoke again: ‘This little tree shall be your holy tree to- 
night. Its wood is the wood of peace, for your homes 
are built of fir. It is the type of everlasting life, for its 
leaves are ever green; and see, its finger points to 
heaven, Let this be hailed the tree of the Christ-Child. 
Gather about it in your homes, not in the wild forest. 
There it will shelter no deeds of blood, but loving gifts 
and rites of kindness.’ 

“They took it home. In the great hall of Duke 
Alvold’s dwelling Winifred told the story of Bethlehem 
and the angels’ song. All listened intently. They were 
charmed to stillness. The boy Asulf, on his mother’s 
knee, whispered in her ear: ‘Mother! listen now! I hear 
those angels singing again behind the tree.’ Some say 
it was true. Others say it was Prince Gregory, with his 
companions at the lower end of the hall, softly chanting 
their Christmas hymn: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.’ 

“So runs the most beautiful of the legends of the 
Christmas tree. Whether true or not, it gives new mean- 
ing to the trees which decorate our homes. It picks out 
the most precious lessons of the Christmas tide, and 
weaves them into a never-to-be-forgotten picture, both 
beautiful and real.” 
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Let them shine clearly, for the earth would be dark 
without them, and bravely, for there were never so 
many shining as there are today. 
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There will yet be peace on earth, in spite of the 
pride and anger that lurk in each human heart. It will 
come. Selfishness and hatred delay it indeed for awhile. 
But do not lose heart. It is a good time to light all the 
candles, and to hold them high and steady. Do they 
seem to light but a little space? That is because we 
cannot see far enough yet. 


Have you never camped on a mountain drenched all 
day in fog and at sunset a breeze tossed the clouds aside 
and there in an instant were the golden valleys, the cities 
and the far shining sea? It had been a fair and sunlit 
world before you all the while. 


We know that our Christmas vision of a wide world 
at peace is only a glimpse of a reality that is to be. Be- 
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fore we can live in the daily joy of it we must make 
brighter the shadowy, treacherous places here where we 
are camping. We must light all the candles and keep 
them burning until it is full daylight everywhere. 


C{arols 


DiveVersitom or 
carol-singing makes 
Christmas preeminent- 
ly the musical holi- 
day. Like the holly 
wreath in the window 
or festooned and scin- 
re tillating tree, the an- 

cient traditional tunes 
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Loo | ae of the Yuletide. “Si- 


: lent Night,” “O Come 
y to Godess All Ye Faithful,” “We 
Highest" see three Kings of Orient 
Are,’ “God Rest You 
Merry Gentlemen,” and the other established favorites 
evoke precious associations wherever sung. To their 
number are added certain hymns like “It Came Upon 
the Midnight Clear” that are part of the literature of 
Christmas as surely as Clement Moore’s “’Twas the 
Night Before Christmas” or Frank Church’s “Sun” edi- 
torial answering Virginia’s query about Santa Claus or 
Dickens’ immortal Christmas Carol.” 
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Among the classic songs of Christmas there will al- 
ways hold its own that beautifully simple and tender 
little lyric which Phillips Brooks prepared for the chil- 
dren of his own congregation while he was rector of 
Holy Trinity in Philadelphia. It is inseparable from the 
tune that reflects its spirit, written for it by Lewis 
Redner, one of the vestrymen of the Church. In time 
to come it is probable that Brooks will be remembered 
for that child’s hymn rather than for any of his published 
sermons. In his lifetime he would have found it hard to 
believe that his earthly immortality would rest on what 
he deemed a casual inspiration. 


The first significance of carol-singing is in no feat of 
vocalism or technique of instruments. It is in the stir- 
ring of many hearts and voices to make song together. 
There is a joyful unison of sentiment as well as sound. 
The words, often quaintly archaic and picturesque, are 
of less moment than the feeling. It is a good thing for 
the city that in the public squares as in the Churches 
there is recognized the desire to unite in a joyful choral 
aspiration. 


A thrilling stimulus to holiday shoppers and holiday 
helpers is the music made in the department stores in 
morning and twilight choral festivals. At such moments 
the Star of Bethlehem is burning overhead; the rustle 
of the angels’ wings seems audible. The spirit of Christ- 
mas in the air is a great, undeniable force, as strong as 
public opinion, and the meanest old Scrooge in the world 
cannot deny and dismiss the fact that the Christmas 
carols proclaim. 
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FLASH! FLASH! 


Dear Leaguers: 

When this issue of the Review is received by you 
there will not be many shopping days left until Christ- 
mas. If you have not already given a gift to the Church 
through the Sustaining Membership Fund of The Luther 
League of America, why not send a gift in before the 
I5th of December and call it your Christmas gift to 
your Church? 

The Fund has not measured up to our expectations 
this year. I feel that many Leagues and Leaguers have 
just put this matter off from time to time but really want 
to give. Let us go “over the top” before the 15th of 
December. You all know the various types of member- 
ships but I will enumerate them again at this time. 

Your Chairman’s wish is that 
blessed Christmas Season. 


you have a most 


Cordially, 
UNCEE, PAT 


THE SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 


THERE ARE SEVERAL TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP 
TO WHICH YOU MAY SUBSCRIBE, NAMELY: 


Sustaining Membership 
Contributing Membership 
Gift Membership 

Alumni Membership 
Memorial Membership 


All memberships are personally acknowledged by 
the Chairman of the Sustaining Membership Fund 


ASSIST YOUTH TO CARRY ON THEIR PROGRAM 
FOR CHRIST AND THE CHURCH 


MOST ENJOYABLE VACATION DAY 


A three weeks’ jaunt of the Golden West affords 
many spots of scenic splendor, but July 14th was the 
most thrilling day of my vacation. 

On this particular day the City of Seattle was host 
to us and entertained us with a trip to Mt. Rainier, the 
loveliest of all mountains in the Pacific Northwest. The 
hospitality of our Seattle friends was unexcelled and the 
beauty of Mt. Rainier, standing like a giant sentinel 
against a clear blue sky, its snowcapped peak being 
visible for miles around, enthralled us. We were fur- 
ther appreciative of this beauty upon being informed 
that it was our good fortune to see the entire mountain 
as invariably it is hidden in a haze. 

Mother Bear and her cubs made friends with us 
while seeking food. Flowers of varied hues grew adjacent 
to patches of white snow. God created these natural 
wonders and the railroads made the United States. Why 


not “See America First?” 
BERTHA HEHR, Buffalo, New York 
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Suggestions for Decorating 

ihe i 
Church auditorium, over the doorways 
and on walls place cardboard posters 
bearing “1939-1940.” “Ring Out the 
Old, Ring In the New,” and “Happy 
New Year.” A large clock, an hour 
elass, and a scythe. Evergreens, holly, 


held in room, other than 


laurel, spruce, etc. Sleigh bells or other 
bells hung where they can be rung oc- 
casionally. Aliso paper bells. 


2. In Church auditorium. The Christmas decora- 
tions will suffice and if possible, add some of the sug- 
gestions in number one. 


New Year’s Eve 


Program 


Piano, overture by the Sunday 


Prelude: 
School orchestra 
Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation.” (CSB 344, PSH 216) 


Read responsively: Psalm 8 


organ or an 


Prayer: “O Spirit of the Lord, rest upon us as we close 
this year in Jesus’ changeless name. We thank Thee, 
God, for the manifold benefits and blessings for body 
and soul, which we have received at Thy bountiful 
hand through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and our hearts 
are moved to sing Thy glory and to cry aloud, ‘hither- 
to hath the Lord helped us.’ We believe, O God, that 
Thou, who hast been our only help in ages past, 
Thou art our only hope for years to come. Be with 
us to the dying moments of this year and go with us 
into the coming year of grace.” 


Forgive us, we pray, for Jesus’ sake, all the sins 
which we have committed as the past year ran its 
course and fit us for a better and truer life as Thy 
followers in the year which will soon be given us. 


Help us to look to Thee as the only Source from 
which our help can come and continue to bless us until 
all the years have passed and we are with Thee in 
eternity. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


Anthem by Choir: “Ring Out, Wild Bells’ 


(Words by Alfred Tennyson; music by Gounod) 


Leader: Another year is rapidly drawing to a close and 
the passage of years is a very serious matter for every 
individual. A year is a rather large segment out of 
our life because the number of years allotted to us is 
very limited at best. Even when granted the average 
span of life, our years are not many. But all of us 
face the possibility of the sudden and unexpected term- 
ination of our days. And now another year is fading 
into history. It is, therefore, fitting that we should be 
assembled in God’s house at this time and bid fare- 
well to the Old Year. 


Meditation: ‘‘New Leaves and Old Left-overs.” 
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New Year's Cve atchnight Service 


By Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary, 
The Luther League of America 


Mark 10:17-31 


lesson and use the 


Scripture: 
(Read the Scripture 
meditation) : 


Story of Rich Young Ruler 
1. He wanted to turn over a new leaf; had a resolu- 
tion for something better. 
2. Very vague idea of what he wanted; attracted by 
Jesus and His ideals. 
3. He had culture, education, wealth, position, power, 


following outline for a 


enthusiasm, spiritual aspiration. He wanted 
“eternal life’ in which to enjoy them. 
4. He found that to get “eternal life’ as Christ in- 


terpreted it, these things might have to be sacri- 
ficed. Compare with Paul, Philippians 3:4-11. He 
counted these things “loss” that he might gain 
Christ and life. 

5. His “new leaf” was written over with too many 
‘Yeft-overs” from his fornter life. 

6. He was unwilling to pay the price of dedicating 
his assets to human service. 

7. So often our resolutions fail because we are un- 
willing to pay the price of unloading old handi- 
caps. Our “new leaf” has too many “left-overs.” 

Hymn: “Our God, Our Help In Ages Past” 
(ESB eo0SaeeS Eie352)) 


Poem: “Farewell, Old Year” 


I do not know, I can not see, 

What God’s kind hand prepares for me, 
Nor can my glance pierce through the haze 
Which covers all my future ways; 

But yet I know that o’er it all 

Rules He who notes the sparrow’s fall. 


I know the hand that hath fed me, 

And through the year my feet hath led; 
I know the everlasting arm 

That hath upheld and kept from harm. 
I trust Him as my God and Guide, 
And know that He will still provide. 


So at the opening of the year, 

I banish care and doubt and fear, 

And, clasping His kind hand, essay 

To walk with God from day to day, 
Trusting. in Him who hath me fed, b 
Walking with Him who hath me led. 


I know not where His hand shall lead, 
Through darkest wastes, o’er flowery mead; 
*Mid tangled thicket set with thorn. 

‘Mid gloom of night or glow of morn; 

But still I know my Father’s hand 

Will bring me to His goodly land. 


Farewell, Old Year, with goodness crowned, 
A hand divine has set thy bound. 
Welcome the New Year, which shall bring 
Fresh blessings from my God and King, 
The Old we leave without a tear, 
The New we hail without a fear. 
—Our Young People 
Talk: “The Waning Year” 
(Use the following as suggestions only): 

Thinking men and women will not permit the wan- 
ing year to pass without serious reflection. We are 
stewards of God. How have we utilized the precious 
hours of the past year? Have we gone forward or 
backward in spiritual development? What have we done 


to extend the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ? 
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Let us make an earnest examination in the light 
of God’s Word. What has our Church accomplished 
during the past year? What have we failed to ac- 
complish? Has our Luther League been active in its 
service to the Church? What did we accomplish? 

Perhaps the past year has been marked by care- 
lessness in the use of the means of Grace. It means 
that you are slipping backward spiritually instead of 
going forward. No one can advance in his relation- 
ship to God without steady use of the Word of God. 
Do you read your bible daily? Do you belong to the 
Pocket Testament League? Use the means God has 
provided for your salvation for now is “the acceptable 
year of the Lord.” May we begin the New Year in 
great faith. Whatever befalls us, we may say with 
Joseph, “God meant it unto good.” Let us recognize 
and gratefully that “goodness and mercy have followed 
us all the days of our life.” 

We wish you all a faith that will assure such a 
Happy New Year in 1940. 

Hymn: ‘Now Thank We All Our God” 
(CSB 233, IESIsl 22) 


(Here may be injected a fellowship period. To be arranged by 


a committee in consultation with the pastor.) 


Watch Night Service 
Program 
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In our ministrations 


to those who are about us, 
let us be more Christlike this vear than ever before. 
Let us take thought not only for our own, but also 
for those who are outside of our family circle and for 
the stranger. Life is so short, and the years go on at 
a pace we can scarcely keep step with. Let us make 
every day of the New Year one in which there will 
be something worthy to be recorded by the “Angel 
over the right shoulder.” Do not let us fritter away 
any of its precious hours in useless frettings and fore- 
bodings. 


Phillips Brooks says: “What a vast proportion of 
our lives is spent in anxious and useless forebodings 
concerning the future—either our own or those of our 
dear ones.” Present joys, present blessings, slip by, 
and we miss half their sweet flavor and all for want of 
faith in Him who provides for the tiniest insect in the 
sunbeam. Oh, when shall we learn the sweet trust 
in God that our little children teach us every day by 
their confiding faith in us? Let us put away the fool- 
ish yvexations this New Year, and ‘not light on the 
prickers of life, but on flowers.’ ‘If love is the greatest 
thing in life,’ being pleasant is one of our first duties. 
‘Tf you have fulfilled every duty,’ says some writer, 
‘and yet have failed of being pleasant, you have lost 
one of the greatest helps to make life happy and 
easier for others. Be a power for good will all with 


Hymn: “Day Is Dying In the West” (PSH 348) 
Scripture Reading: Luke 13:6-9 


Prayer: Eternal God with whom there is no beginning 


whom you come in contact this New Year of your 
lives, and a Happy New Year indeed it will be for 


and no end, great and everlasting are Thy wisdom, 
works and glory. We thank Thee for the dawn of a 
New Year. Teach us to understand that in Thee all 
things are agelessly new. Help us to match our youth 
with Thy newness and trueness. Help us so to think 
and act, that our youth-time shall be thickly sown with 
Christhkeness. May we use wisely the time that Thou 
wilt give unto us. May we learn to know Thy wil! 
more perfectly and live throughout the coming year 
in Thy fear and favor. Grant this our prayer for the 
sake of our beloved Redeemer. Amen. 


Reading: “The Morning of the Year” 

We watched the sun go down on the Old Year 
from the western window. It left a halo of red and 
gold light behind it. Now we turn our faces toward 
the eastern window to see the coming of the early 
morning of the New Year. The sun comes up over 
the hilltops and shines through the curtain and we 
arise and say: “Welcome, New Year—we will do all 
we can during the days that follow to make ourselves 
worthy of the new birth in our lives;” and as we see 
the New Year morning coming in its glistening robe 
of ice and snow, we would wish all a Happy New Year. 
The robe of ice and snow only hides the robe of 
flowers and summer brightness which will come later. 


Let the peace of God fold over our hearts like 
a garment this morning. Whatever the New Year is 
bringing to us of joy or sorrow, let us take these 
beautiful words of Jesus as our soul’s stronghold, 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 


“So, hope-lit New Year, with thy joys uncertain, 
Whose unsolved mystery none may foretell, 

I calmly trust my God to lift the curtain, 

Safe in His love for me, ’twill all be well.” 


those who love you—and also for yourselves, for 
‘Happy are they who pass through life without caus- 
ing either suffering or irritation to any, but are al- 
ways exercising the gracious influence that soothes 


y 99 


and comforts and benefits their fellows’. 


Special Music: Solo, duet or choir 

Sermon or Address by the Pastor on 
the New Year” 

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be’ (Consecration 
hymn—CSB 382, PSH 278) 

Meditation: Silence should be observed during the clos- 
ing moments of the Old Year and the ushering in of 
the New Year. 


“The Challenge of 


Prayer and Benediction 
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W ouldn’t you like the 


Luther Leaque Rebiew 
as a Christmas Gift? 


Then why not give some friend 
such a break? 


Send the LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW for a Year 


See Rates on Inside Cover 
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forth 
desert to blossom as the 


sent them to conquer 
ness, they made the 
fainted not in the heat of the torrid south. 
entered into their labors. 

the service of Christ, and aims to give 
They 
the most effective 


leaders in Christian 


of highest spiritual values. 
necessities of life? 
are the exception. 
our indebtedness to them. 


f 1228 Spruce Street 


hristmas 


[ Christmas we celebrate the birth of Him Who came to give His life a 
A He gathered about Him a small company of men, 
fe for - the world for Him. 
rose; they endured the rigors of the frozen north anc 
To this day they and their successors have carried on, 


of whom the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews says: 


The Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief represents these who have g 
them security 
have been the strongest bulwark against the forces of evil. 
thinking, 
They have found those lost in sin and brought them to redemption. They have 


living 


hearted with the beauty and power of undying love 
How great is our indebtedness to them! 
The minister and his wife who are not in great need when their work is done 
When we help them we are not giving them anything, but just paying a part o: 


Our Family numbers 1133 persons and the Family 


THE BOARD OF MINISTERIAL PENSIONS AND RELIEF 
709 Muhlenberg Building 


“c 


ransom for many.” 
on whom He breathed the Holy Spirit and 


They built a highway through the wilder- 
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“The world was not worthy” and we have 


riven their lives in 
may face old age with confidence. 
More than that, they 
Great souls are among them. 
comforted the broken- 
These lives have been devoted to the creation 
Shall we provide them with the 


that they 
have been 


and giving. 


budget is $250,300.00 per annum. 


Philadelphia, Penna. 
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ILL you hear the bells peal forth those first few 
(1) notes of “Adeste Fidelis,’ long before the sun 

peeps distant Christmas 
morning? I hope live within distance of 
some chimes. They make Christmas so real; the distant 
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentle- 
have scarcely died away before we will hear 
the glad hosannas of the choir joining the triumphant 
notes of the organ as the procession starts ‘Oh, Little 
Town of Bethlehem.” The altars garlanded with deep 
green, lighted with myriads of flickering candles and 
banked with flaming poinsettias and holly, all make 
Christmas morning precious and so different from all the 
other mornings of the year. 

I wonder if Dr. Poinsett had any idea of the far- 
reaching result of his simple act when he picked the 
first poinsettia on a hillside in Mexico in 1826. 

Joel Poinsett was at that time United States 
Minister to Mexico, and he describes vividly his sensa 
tions when while walking by himself on a country road- 
side, he suddenly came upon a clump of these shrubs. 


over the horizon on 


you hearing 
music of the carol singers. 


men,” will 


First Christmas Poinsettia Named For Dr. Poinsett 


(By Jane Leslie Kift) 


In their native state they attain a height of several feet, 
which removes them frcm the plant class and places 
them in the shrubs. The dozens of flaming star-shaped 
flowers were much more gorgeous than the flowers he 
was accustomed to seeing. 

Just how Dr. Poinsett sent the first poinsettia into 
the United States the writer does not know. It was not 
until several years after that Mr. Graham, a botanist, 
named the plant after the man who discovered it—Poin- 
settias pulcherrima, (most beautiful). 

In Mexico the poinsettia blossoms 
and the natives call it ‘Flame Flower” 
place of honor in their Easter festivities. In England it 
is commonly known as the “Lobster Flower’—a name 
that is neither attractive nor descriptive. Here in America 
the poinsettia is grown by the thousands for use in 
Church and home decorations. In Southern California ‘t 
grows in the open as it does in Mexico. In the colder 
portions of our country it must be grown under glass. 
In our homes as well as in our Churches poinsettias are 
intertwined with all our joyousness. 


before Easter, 
and give it the 
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(By Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz) 


AS Cbristmas Party 


Invitation 
Write your invitations on colored paper in shapes of 
holly leaves, Christmas trees, stockings or candles. 


Decorations 
Wherever you hold your social, there should be a 
tree or trees with many colorful balls and tinsel; holly 
wreaths tied with red ribbons, and if possible, red and 
green crepe paper streamers. 


Christmas Handshake 

Form a handshake circle with yourself as the leader. 
Station all the players in the ring, facing the center. 
Now turn to your right and walk inside your circle, 
shaking hands with each player and cordially extending, 
“A Merry Christmas!” The first person with whom you 
shake hands will follow in back of you, duplicating your 
actions. Soon the circle will turn in on itself and all the 
participants will be following you. No one is to move 
until the neighbor at his left hand has turned inwards. 
At the end, everyone will have had an opportunity to 
speak to some other players. 


Card Puzzle 
Cut up used Christmas postals and mix for puzzles. 
Hand one piece to each of the players and have them 
reassemble them. 


Christmas Mail 

The leader stands at the far end of the room behind 
a table on which is placed a collection of Christmas 
cards—one less than the number of persons participating 
in the game. While the pianist is playing, the players 
march around the room, and when the music stops, every- 
one rushes to the table for a card. The person failing to 
get any mail, drops out of the game. The leader re- 
moves a card and the fun starts all over again. 


Conundrums 

1. Why is the ocean like plum pudding? Both con- 
tain currants (currents). 

2. Why is a stick of Christmas candy like a horse? 
The more you lick it the faster it goes. 

3. Why is an apple like a pair of skates? Both have 
caused the fall of man. 

4. Why is an apple like the bell in a church steeple? 
It can be pealed. 

5. What is the beginning of every end and at the 
end of every place? The letter “e.” 


Present Hunt 
Clip from current issues of magazines pictures of 
articles appropriate as gifts. Paste these illustrations on 
cards. Conceal them around the room ahead of time, 
and when the time comes to play the game, announce 
that you are holding a Present Hunt to find out who 
can locate the greatest number of gifts. 


Holiday Neckties 
Choose sides and have the two groups face each 
other. Give a red tie to one leader and a green tie to the 


opposing leader. (Purchase cheap ones at a ten-cent 


store.) At a given signal each leader puts on his tie 
and ties it, turns and shakes hands with his neighbor 
on the right; then as quickly as possible unties the tie 
and gives it to the next player, who continues the pro- 
cedure. The team finishing first is declared the winner, 
and the leader is presented with both ties. 


Hang Up a Christmas Stocking 
This is played like all similar games, such as pinning 
the tail on the donkey, etc. A mantel should be drawn 
on a sheet of curtain with crayon, and a place marked 
for the stocking. Each player is blindfolded and turned 
around and must walk to the mantel and pin the stock- 
ing in the first place he touches. 


Christmas Telegrams 
Pass out pieces of paper and have each person make 
up a nine-word holiday greeting, the initial letter of each 
word being a letter from the word “Christmas.” Use 
letters in order. When time is up, read telegrams and 
have the group choose the best one. 


Inflated Ice Balls 

Divide the players into groups of about eight or 
ten persons. Have them form circles. Select one player 
from each group to stand in the middle of his circle, 
hand him a white balloon already blown up. At a given 
signal the player in the circle tosses the balloon in the 
air. The object of the game is to see which circle can 
keep its balloon up longest without taking more than one 
step away from the circle. 


Christmas Carols 


Before serving the refreshments gather all the 


Leaguers about the piano and sing Christmas carols. 


Refreshments 
Strawberry jello with fruit, star cookies and coffee 
or cocoa. 


The Christ Candle 


Little taper, set to-night, 

Throw afar thy tiny light; 

Up and down the darksome street 
Guide the tender, wandering feet 
Of the lowly Christ-Child sweet. 


He is coming in the snow, 

As He came so long ago, 

When the stars set o’er the hill, 
When the town is dark and still, 
Comes to do the Father’s will. 


Little taper, spread thy ray, 
Make His pathway light as day, 
Let each door be opened wide 
For this guest of Christmas-tide, 
Dearer than all else beside. 


Little Christ-Child, come to me, 

Let my heart Thy shelter be; 

Such a home Thou wilt not scorn; 
So the bells of Christmas morn 
Glad shall ring, “A Christ is born.” 
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Our $ 10,000 Project 


WHAT ABOUT AFRICA? 


Excerpts from “Liberia and the Mission Path’’—Uncle Misstonary 


Every African Lutheran is more interested in Liberia 
—that far-off country in Africa—than at first he thinks 
he is, when he stops to consider Liberia’s relationship to 
the United States and the Foreign Mission work of The 
United Lutheran Church in America. 

Liberia is not an old nation, even if it is an old 
country. The nation as it is now, was born out of some 
of the problems incident to slavery in the United States. 
In the days before the Civil War the freed slaves were 
a problem. Freed by their masters, they continued to 
live in the same communities—many of them with no 
source of income—yet feeling that they were better in 
many respects than those still in slavery. It was often 
a question as to what should be done with them and 
for them. Then, too, many ship-loads of slaves were 
taken and released from the slave-traders. Some of 
these could be returned to Africa, but not all. Finally 
there was organized in 1817 the American Colonization 
Society, which planned a colony in Africa, to which free.l 
slaves could be sent and a nation set up by them if 
possible. Toward this project the U. S. Government 
gave $100,000.00. 

The first ship-load of colonists was sent out in 1820. 
Their first landing was at Sherbro Island near Freetown, 
in Sierra Leone, a British possession. Finding health 
conditions bad, they moved down the coast to what is 
now Monrovia. Here they settled, calling the new col- 
ony “Liberia’—the name having been suggested by 
Robert Monroe Harper of Maryland. They called the 
capital Monrovia after President Monroe. 


The whole territory of Liberia was purchased, and 
in 1847 given to the Liberians by the American Coloniza- 
tion Society. It is about 350 miles long, stretching along 
the coast, and 150 deep, reaching back to what is now 
French Guinea. In the same year it declared itself 2 
Republic and set up a government similar to that of 
the United States. 

It has never had an easy time. The tribes were un- 
friendly; other governments tried to dismember it, and 
living was hard; nevertheless it has persevered and is a 
monument to the courage, ability and faith of the men 
and women of the colored race and our own consecrated 
missionaries. 

Three Zones of Africa 

When you visit Liberia you are struck with the 
fact that there are three zones, different in life and de- 
velopment. First comes Monrovia, the city with its 
civilization and peculiar characteristics. Here is the seat 
of government, and here the president lives. Next comes 
a wide belt around the city and its environments of what 
is called Settlements. You recognize the settlements by 
the fact that the towns have straight streets. Beyond 
this, starting perhaps 30 miles from the coast, we come 
to the Hinterland, where the people live as tribes; here 
the villages have their huts scattered and irregularly 
placed. In the city and settlements there are about 20,000 


people, and the tribes number perhaps a million. No one 
can exactly tell. 

Our work is entirely among the tribes, except in the 
first station, Muhlenberg, which touches both the settle- 
ments and the tribes. 

Liberia is a mysterious country. A country of the 
tribes, such as the Peles, the Busas and many others. It 
is a rich country and some day, when it opens its roads, 
we will learn more of its riches. There are great trees 
of valuable wood, many beautiful in color. It has dia- 
monds and gold with a rich soil. The finest rubber in 
the world comes from Liberia. The mystery you can 
feel as you are carried down the trails, winding through 
the great trees, or crowded in by the impenetrable bush. 

The religion of the tribes is animism, that finds spir- 
its in the trees or the rivers and in the very air. At 
times, as we were-_carried along, we could see sacred 
trees where between the great roots, forming partitions 
as it were, we could see little bunches of greens, or cas- 
sava roots; they were offerings to the spirits. Some 
people think such a religion is easy to overcome, because 
it is crude; but it is difficult to combat, because it is so 
intangible. 


A LETTER FROM UNCLE MISSIONARY 
ABOUT AFRICA 
Dear Friends: 

Could you ever guess the three facts that the people 
of Africa can not believe about the western world? 
Doctor Albert Schweitzer, famous musician and medical 
doctor, says he can always raise a chatter of surprise and 
wonder when he tells his African friends that in Europe 
there are forest fires and that a man does not have to 
pay for his wife. This sounds strange in Africa where 
the forests are so damp, even in the dry season, that a 
forest fire is unknown. As to paying for your wife—well, 
a man in Africa has to start paying forthis wife years 
before he is married. If he can’t keep up the payments, 
she will be promised to somebody else who can pay. 

The third unbelievable fact is about rowing a boat. 
When the doctor tells the folks in Africa that in western 
countries people love to go out on rivers and lakes in 
row boats just for the pleasure of rowing, everybody 
bursts out in laughter which no one can stop for several 
minutes. To think that anybody should row a boat for 
pleasure! “Who orders them to row?” they ask. “No- 
body,” says the doctor. Then they burst into laughter 
again. “But doesn’t somebody give them a present for 
rowing?” “No,” says the doctor, “they row of their 
own free will and for nothing.” So all Africa roars. 

Doctor Schweitzer gave up a great career in Europe 
to become a medical doctor to help ease the pain and 
cure the ill of Africa. He and many other missionary 
doctors are carrying on a tough fight, not only against 
disease in Africa, but also against superstition and many 
kinds of crude and foolish practices which are the fruit 
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of ignorance. And the blessed thing that missionary 
doctors do is that while they cure the ills of the African’s 
body they speak to him also about his soul. Think what 
it means to a man from the African jungle to learn that 
the God who cares for his soul has sent white men from 
far away to cure his body! Think what a satisfaction it 
is to missionaries to see the thousands whom they have 
been able to help! 


There is a small dispensary in a little jungle town 
called Sanoyea (San-oh-yea), in Liberia, on the western 
coast of Africa. At that dispensary an American nurse 
Was in charge. When she had to leave for America 
everybody thought the dispensary would be closed. But 
there was a brave black woman, wife of an African 
evangelist, who had some nurse’s training and she offered 
to take the part of the medical work which she was 
qualified to handle. She conducted a morning and even- 
ing dispensary and in 5 weeks ministered to 1400 people. 

The dispensary is visited by the nearest doctor who 
is about two days’ journey away. There he has charge 
of Phoebe Hospital, which is a little place in size, but 
big in its merciful work of healing enjoyed by thousands. 
Let your imagination go back of these figures and pic- 
ture the scenes which they suggest: Dispensary patients 
—civilized, 1221, native 632; ulcers and surgical dress- 
ings, 2784; worm treatments, 2080; yaws injections, 2366; 
leprosy injections, 145. (Yaws is a skin disease develop- 
ing big ulcerous sores.) Imagine also the uphill work of 
missionaries who find the old ways still halding people 
in their iron grip. A young girl is found wearing her 
bottle of medicine around her waist as if it were a charm. 
A woman discloses that she puts her Bible under her 
pillow to quiet the evil spirits. 

In little outposts of civilization Christian missionaries 
are spending their lives to give witness to a Saviour 
whose good will for all men includes the saving of their 
souls and the healing of their bodies and the enlightening 
of their minds. Let us pray for them and encourage 


them. 
UNCLE MISSIONARY 


CHRISTMAS SEALS 


Help to Protect Your 
Home from Tuberculosis 
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A SUGGESTION TO LUTHER LEAGUES 

Ever since the Luther League decided to make the 
Boys’ Central School in Liberia its next missionary ob- 
jective, letters have been received by the Board of For- 
eign Missions for suitable literature and suggestions for 
decorations. Later definite literature relating to this ob- 
jective will be published. For the present we have been 
recommending the free distribution of ‘Liberia and the 
Mission Path,’ a small pamphlet written by Dr. Paul 
W. Koller after his visit to Liberia in 1935; also a mis- 
sion study pamphlet “In Seven Nations,” by Dr. George 
Drach, General Secretary, which contains a brief but 
good description of our mission in Liberia. Moreover 
the Board’s English monthly magazine “The Foreign 
Missionary” (50 cents a year), carries articles and pic- 
tures of our mission work and workers, written by our 
missionaries. 


Recently we had occasion to suggest to a Luther 
League in North Carolina that the flag of Liberia be 
made and used for decorative purposes. This flag may 
be described as follows: 


The flag of Liberia consists of eleven stripes al- 
ternately red and white, with a blue field bearing a single 
white star. The three colors indicate the three counties 
into which the Republic is divided; the eleven stripes 
represent the eleven signers of the Declaration and the 
Constitution; the lone star indicates the uniqueness of 
the African Republic. 


Those who have access to a public library should 
be able to find in some good encyclopedia a facsimile 
of the flag of Liberia; which will enable the young ladies 
of the Luther League who are proficient in sewing to 
make Liberian flags for decorative purposes. 


The Christmas Guest 


Cold, cold the night; white, white the snow 
Sharp flashing in the icy moon; 

And who as host will shelter give 

My Lord and King who cometh soon? 


No room for him in all these homes 
That are ablaze with festal cheer? 

A palace each, but not one couch 

For Him whose advent draweth near? 


No host, no house? Rise up, my soul, 

Thou hast a chamber in this breast! 

Make clean the room, set wide the door; 

Thy King shall be thy Christmas guest. 
—EDWARD AUGUSTUS RAND 


The First Christmas 


The little Lord Jesus lay meek in the manger; 

No room in the inn for the tiny new stranger: 

So out with the creatures so quiet and weary, 

In the stable so humble, so darksome and dreary, 

The little Lord Jesus was cradled in hay, 

And the dawn, when it came, brought the first Christmas Day. 
But that night on the plains there was wonder and waking 
There were songs in the sky, and a glory-light breaking 
O’er hill and o’er valley, and white wings were gleaming, 
And far to the eastward a new star was beaming. 

To guide the wise kings to the dear little Stranger, 

Who lay in his beauty asleep in a manger. 


—EMMA A. LENTE 
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be A[nael of Clhristmas-tide 


“Get thee to the earth, O angel of Christmas— 
breathe upon it the spirit of the season;—that when the 
day dawneth, and the Christ-Child descends to walk 
among men, He may find the world ready for His com- 
ing and the hearts of the people filled with welcome for 
Him.” 


And the angel departed with great wings outspread— 
he flew from the walls of heaven down, down, down, 
wondering as he went, what changes another year had 
made in the earth where for a little season he was to 
be an abiding presence. 


As a pebble thrown into the water starts ripples 
that spread and spread, till the farthest shore is reached, 
and then return to the spot of starting, so the breathings 
of the angel came back to him, ere his feet had touched 
the earth. He heard the noise of preparation—freight-cars, 
wagons, and messengers were speeding on their way, 
with merchandise of all descriptions to be used as gifts— 
the sound of voices discussing Christmas presents was 
wafted to his ears—the hum of machinery—the all but 
noiseless movements of busy fingers—the workings of 
thought—the heart-throbs of love going out to others, 
were equally audible to him—and the Christmas angel 
smiled and sighed both at once, as he had smiled and 
sighed on that earthward journey for many years. 


“Dear Earth,’ he murmured, “sweet are thy deeds 
of love, and thy gladsome preparations, but how few of 
them come even this far towards heaven! How very few 
rise higher than thine own atmosphere!” For as the 
angel descended, the noise had grown louder, till it had 
become almost deafening, and yet few of the sounds 
had such buoyancy as would send them afar through the 
ether, to the ear of the Christ-Child as He came earth- 
ward. As the days of preparation passed, the angel walked 
to and fro among men, women and children, Many felt 
his presence, and a few—mostly the little children or 
the very aged—saw faintly his glorious form; but al- 
most all, in the happier parts of the earth, caught his 
heavenly breath, and spoke in kinder tones and with 
more pleasant looks on their faces. But the angel sighed 
more often than he smiled, for it was the coming of the 
season rather than the coming of the Christ-Child that 
had wrought the changes. 


A hurrying man, in passing, felt the presence of the 
unseen visitor from heaven. His heart gave a great throb. 
“Master,” it uttered, “so much buying for one another 
and so little preparation for Thee! What can I give Thee 
for a Christmas gift? ‘Inasmuch,’ Thou hast said, ‘I was 
hungry and ye fed Me.’ Is it only hunger of the body 
for which Thou carest?” And he entered his office and 
wrote with reverent hands, a check that was to carry the 
Bread of Life to famished souls. 


“My Jesus!” breathed a young woman with earnest 
face and uplifted eyes, “I have made a present for every 
one but Thee! I will fashion Thee a gift; do Thou send 
me word whom Thou wilt have to wear it.’ And her 
hands trembled a little as she worked, while she thought 
that she was really thus to use something that her own 
fingers had fashioned. 


The Christmas angel’s face wore a tender smile as 
he bent over her, for he knew that the trembling of those 
busy hands would set in motion sound waves whose 
velocity would outstrip all the roaring of earth’s traffic. 


A child was gazing out into the night and up into 
the star-lit heavens. “The Christ-Child is coming,” she 
thought, “it is His birthday. If He were here I would 
make a happy day for Him on Christmas. Why, I said 
He was coming; He will be here. I shall make believe 
He is in every one of my brothers and sisters and little 
cousins that day and treat them just as I would treat 
Jesus Himself. I know that will please Him, and it will 
make Christmas seem more really His birthday. 


A boy went whistling merrily down the street. The 
angel bent over him as he had over the others. “The 
Prince of Peace,” he chanted, just as he had sung it in 
Sunday Schcol two days before. A bitter memory rose 
up in his mind, and a quick feeling of anger stopped the 
sweet notes. “I’ll pay him back, you'll see,” he thought, 
and his lips took up again the words, ‘“‘The Prince of—.” 
Was this peace? Down into the boyish heart fell the 
breath of the angel; the feet went a bit slower; a half 
ashamed, half tender look came into the brown eyes; 
Jesus and Tom Jackson, somehow, seemed very nearly 
related for a moment or two, and Tom himself, called 
for a little later to go skating, never knew that the ring 
of his door-bell sounded away up, up, up, till it was 
heard in heaven. 


“The Spirit of Christmas is joy,’ wrote the young 
clergyman. But the breath of the angel pierced through 
the repetition of the word “merry” with which his ears 
were filled, and his heart went out to those on whom 
sorrow had laid a hand; whose homes death had entered 
—whom disappointment and failure had blighted. “Only 
love can make this day Christ-mas, instead of a jolly 
festival,” he said from his pulpit, looking with Christ- 
like yearning in his eyes, down upon the people whom 
God had given him—‘‘and God's love for earth, started 
Christ on this day walking the thorn-path to Calvary, 


that we, by our thorn-path should mount to heaven.” 
r 


A cluster of little brown faces looked up into a mis- 
sionary’s eyes. How could he tell them what Christmas 
meant? How could he think or speak of Christmas at 
all—away under these brazen skies whose fierce heat 
scorched him, while the word mocked him with its 
memory of frosty days and crystal nights? Christmas! 
that meant home and greetings from loved ones—it 
meant other taking thought for your pleasure, it meant 
companionship and cheer—and away, beyond the waters, 
lay all these joys—and he was here!—away beyond the 
waters lay what almost blotted out even the memory of 
them all—a grave, now white with snow-flakes. His eyes 
filled. He raised them and through blinding tears saw— 
not the Christmas angel—but the Christ Himself. “I am 
Christmas.” The words fell tenderly from ‘the lips of 
the Master, in serving whom he had given up all, and 
He breathed upon him the very breath of Christmas, 
which is, God come to man, the indwelling Spirit, called 
also, the Comforter.—Exchange 
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Financial Reports 


A gentleman of color sums up our financial 
situation with: “Dey ain’t no money sho-tage. 
Ah asked mah bankuh is he out 0’ money and he 
tuk me in de vault and showed me piles and piles 
o’ money. And ah says could he let me have a 
little. And he says sho’ could. Has I got any 
collat’ral? Ah hasn’t. Now dat’s what’s de mat- 
tah. Dey’s plenty o’ money, but we’s just run- 
ning sho’t on collat’ral.” 


The Luther League of America has no “col- 
‘at’ral” and we must depend on the outstanding 
money in dues and Sustaining Memberships to 
balance our budget as of December 29, 1939. 
Won't you help us by paying up your dues and 
sending to us your Sustaining Memberships for 
this year? We will appreciate your earnest ef- 
forts and your gifts. Help balance the budget. 


Thanks « Millicn! 


1939 DUES REPORT 
October 30, 1939 


Senior Intermediate 
Billed Paid Billed Paid 
15—Northern California .. $27.00 $27.00 $4.50 $4.50 
Southern California ...... 91.25 68.43 10.00 0)0) 
10—Columbia District .... 37.50 37.50 2.50 2.50 
12—Connecticut ......... 61.25 61.25 12.80 12.80 
Mm HOI aye cists aietetere cls 'erareiors 31.00 31.00 2.80 2.80 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 77.50 38.76 9.90 4.96 
Tinos’ 5c kis uecss seit) ieee 199.50 214.50 35.00 10.00 
AP ——“Endianay yecrevetecic ciclcreicis 105.00 105.00 11.30 11.30 
Vm OWA Me mtsreshstersielelerstsusie te 75.00 75.00 NAEENO) 12.50 
WCANSAS I teleyaheterecstoiensyerel eters rete 83.75 41.88 5.00 2.50 
14—Kentucky-Tennessee . 42.75 42.75 1.00 1.00 
6—Maryland ............ 317.00 317.00 42.00 42.00 
IMichisanmmeryeceiscccteiiels stays ° 75.25 61.00 11.20 9.10 
8—Midwest ..........006. 81.75 81.75 
Mimavesotae mtarietstetste «isisielsisis 70.00 35.00 12.50 12.50 
IMGSSISSIPPiMistenetotTsisloletereh ores 16.50 ees 
Nebraskan. ataterctetersteretersiarea ie 61.25 45.95 8.60 6.45 
2—New Jersey .......... 117.50 117.50 35.00 35.00 
INC Wa OL icone telotenens/e/elisicvets\ ete 437.50 218.76 114.70 57.36 
INiorthiee Garo lina meer. clsieialeiciars 669.50 502.14 84.20 63.15 
(Ooty eepcoto OS OOOO O So seo5 309,32 22.50 5.63 
5—Pacific Northwest ..... 48.50 48.50 310) 5.50 
IRennsydvatiameres (ere cterelollers 2,212.75 1,844.00 226.60 226.60 
3—Rocky Mountain ...... 25.00 25.00 3.00 3.00 
7—South Carolina ....... 389.00 389.00 36.90 36.90 
DEX AS) ol cites aysteve cinerea stereis Gre. 108.00 PIAS) 7.40 4.50 
Wanteabarey eR.e om co moO Ook 306.25 229.71 20.00 15.00 
13—West Virginia ...... 32.50 32.50 4.00 4.00 
9—Wisconsin ...........- 49.00 49.00 11.80 11.80 
(Careney sadoddoce baad sad Tpsess 
$6,186.00 $5, todos $753.20 $608.35 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETS IN JANUARY 


The Executive Committee of The Luther League of 
America will hold its Annual Business Meeting, Janu- 
ary 8-10, 1940, in the Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

Any matters that the State or Synodical Leagues 
may have to bring to the attention of the Executive 
Committee should be in the hands of the Executive Sec- 
retary not later than December 15, 1939. 
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QUOTAS FOR THE NEW MISSIONARY 
OBJECTIVE IN LIBERIA, AFRICA 
Report as of October 30, 1939 


Paid 
League Quota Senior Inter. 
INosthennt Calitontiamecitteieiave cert $50.00 
wouthern! | Galitornia cael ee ae 50.60 
Columbia District sryacinereuies oe 65.00 
CWouMECtic uty. jecistsistsseheistels eters lees 6 100.00 
Bilomidad vyavetsva ace retevsyor eevee ove arstats eros 50.00 
Georeia-Alabarna mantels sinvclelcisietererice 30.00 
MUliMG1s“serersaiccivies eteteone areversrs wie cs 330.00 
Miticlaevnatay werner at sustains covetere rye oles artic’ oisusters 75.00 25.00 
RO weal fiaroresnneerensiesyagsyolers svateteievewtere 6 25.00 
KATISASY eyo) ciemcera rs, oe 5 alerey eveveretsterelatere 40.09 
Kentucky-Penmessce=— cise ee ciels <fers 70.00 
Miaryvlamd st pvnse rete etetcrerarcrcvssstel cat 520.00 10.25 
IMitchilociniecctasnsterststers se etets acutaterrces 125.00 2.00 
Midwest tena stele cis acts coe etevs cine 35,00 
IMinMeSO ba Faye alone otetoucietoiave eletere Sooke 115.00 
IMUSSiSSippii a-csyetevetevstors oereiseieieetelere 30.00 
Nebraska iviemisteremtctereisve cleave renters 100.00 
ING War euSeyarrey-oielsversta cotreheteie erieere 195.090 20.00 $9.80 
News ‘Mork. » ist stare ann cicess 720.00 
INorthe Carolinaereaseionere cerca eee 1,100.00 
OIG Facnstssae esters a bicisinieieie nicre 555.09 50.00 
Pacitics Northwest Giemcssecneecs. 90.00 12.83 
Pensisylyvanicmectecisieic cieia sie ico ete 3,630.00 
Rockys Mountainmenicnieienelinente ite 40.00 
Sebun Crist vosasoscaononuse 640.00 
AMEXASIS sisicieiclnie eee aretenis st eyetelne ig emia e 180.00 4.00 
Vix Si milaiesyayevete etexeieTar's aisle eivisiolsieiaas 505.00 
Wiest AVilnoitliaye.|cistejsiecierecverevetre eter 55.00 
WIS CONSIM aireyate oysters sare Olelere Sielevoet 80.00 
Intermediate Rallysuere otters oetete 7.00 
$10,200.00 $124.08 $16.80 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to October 31, 1939 
Alumni 
Total Gift 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’l 
5—Nor. California. $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 
Southern California 60.00 31.00 5.00 $16.00 $10.00 
Columbia District. . 25.00 9.00 5.00 4.00 
Connecticute, ssi. 35.00 25.00 15.00 10.00 
Eloridaia es crc tercietonts 20.00 18.00 5.00 3.00 10.00 
Georgia-Alabama 55.00 34,00 15.00 4.00 15.00 
INURE)  45.ceAqacoor 150.00 20.00 10.00 10.00 
iad tatiaueeetetererere store's 65.00 27.00 10.00 17.00 
ONE pdidcoadnadog[ 50.00 28.56 3.00 25.56 
Kansasip eacreniestecctors 70.09 42.50 28.50 4.00 10.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 30.00 
4—Maryland ..... 220.00 226.00 130.00 41.00 55.00 
Michiganuesivelecteleisie 40.00 22.00 22.00 
IMETO WES tieeretoreloferciensts 40.00 10.00 10.00 
Minnesota's.) -s\)-1- 50.00 8.00 5.00 3.00 
Mississippi ....... 10.00 
Nebraska ......... 55.0% 12.00 5.00 2.00 5.00 
1—New Jersey ... 90.00 113.00 55.00 43.00 15.00 
INGE S40¥d's “50006000 325.00 310.75 OAS 80.50 80.00 
North Carolina 370.00 118.10 80.00 23.10 15.00 
Ohiow eects ses 230.00 73.00 46.00 17.00 10.00 
3—Pac. Northwest. 25.00 26.00 25.00 1.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1,450.00 1,116.30 387.00 322.00 407.30 
2—Rocky Mountain 15.00 18.50 5.00 13.50 
South Carolina 260.00 171.00 130.00 36.00 5.00 
Miexagiecis)cisreyettieleveiere 60.00 13.00 5.00 3.00 5.00 
WiiPabiey ogacnoqoud 250.00 185.00 111.00 59.00 15.00 
West Virginia .... 35.00 12.00 5.00 2.00 5.00 
Wisconsin .....-.- 35.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
Ganadayaeackiciists ets 9.00 5.00 4.00 
Specialigerectertctelenesr 70.01 15.00 4.00 51.01 


—_—_———_$ $$ 


$2,779.72 $1,304.75 $716.10 $758.87 


THE SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 

On Page Seven will be found the monthly “Flash” 
from the Chairman of the Sustaining Membership Fund. 
If the quotas are to be met for 1939 we must get busy. 
How does your State League stand in the Financial 
Report above? Have YOU Subscribed in 1939? 
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Last Call For SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS For 1939 


Have You Subscribed? If not, why not? 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
October, 1939 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
Luther League of Northern California 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 19 
Regina Ruth Inslee 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 5 
Lawrence Tobiason 
Walter Knutson 
Helen Stein 
CONNECTICUT, total 5 
Louis Charles Schenk, by Connecticut State Luther League 
Connecticut State Luther League 
FLORIDA, total 6 
Mrs. Frank M. Genter 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 10 
Peter G. Schafer 
Janet Conaway 
ILLINOIS, total 12 
INDIANA, total 12 
Marie Wetzel 
Rey. A. K. Trout 
Margery Warren 
Robert Doty 
IOWA, total 9 
Harold Beidermans 
KANSAS, total 7 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 74 
Mary Lowry 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Frostburg 
Roland Renkel 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Walkersville 
Elwood Berch, Memorialized by Washington District 
Luther League 
Kathryn Fritch 
L. Beard Miller 


J. Harold Hooper, by Luther League of the Synod of Maryland 


Miss A. Barbara Wiegand 
MICHIGAN, total 3 
MIDWEST, total 2 
MINNESOTA, total 4 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEBRASKA, total 4 
NEW JERSEY, total 57 
Mildred Hough 
NEW YORK, total 113 
Howard L. Logan, by the Luther League of New York State 
First Luther League, Albany, by the Luther League of 
New York State 
Henry May 
St. James Intermediate Luther League, New York City 
Holy Trinity Intermediate Luther League, New York City 
Robert Werner 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 41 
OHIO, total 24 
Thomas Crothers 
Andrew Dropko 
Kathryn Harper 
Kathryn Roemer 
Gloria Crooks 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 6 
Trinity Luther League, Everett 
PENNSYLVANIA, total 456 
Hazel Nannah 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Philadelphia 
William Embhardt 
Salome V. Holloway 
M. Luther Holloway 
Rose Heurich 
Grace Senior Luther League, Pittsburgh 
Grace Senior Luther League, Shillington 
Mrs. C. L. Stauffer 
Robert Urich, Jr. 
Bertram L. Nagle 
Robert Urich, Sr. 
Laura Wakley, by Intermediate Department, York District 
Luther League 
L. D. Grossman 
Mrs. L. D. Grossman 
Mrs. Carlton Barndt 
Mrs. Wm. H. Patrick, Sr. 


Lancaster District Luther Leaguers, Memorialized by Lancaster 


District Luther League 


Include The Luther League of Ametica in your gift giving this year 
with a GIFT MEMBERSHIP in The Sustaining Membership Fund 


Robert Hoke 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Orwigsburg 
Richard Heiland, by Eastern Departmental Conference 
Leonard G. Witt 
Lillian Muehibach 
Earl Davis, by Philadelphia District Convention 
Ruth E. Beyer 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 9 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 59 
St. John’s Luther League, Lexington 
Silverstreet Luther League, Silverstreet 
Ebenezer Luther League, Columbia 
St. Luke’s Luther League, Summerville 
St. Matthew’s Senior Luther League, Charleston 
Mt. Calvary Luther League, Johnston 
Union Luther League, Blythewood 
Central District Luther League 
W. B. Shealy 
J. Ke Derrick 
Anna Boland 
Louise Carroll Derrick 
John Samuel Derrick 
Helen Doscher 
Elberta W. Sease 
Pearl Stockman 
Mrs. Murray Counts 
Ruth Feagle 
Helen Hockemeyer 
Ethel Hockemeyer 
Helen Doscher 
Marie Pfaehler 
TEXAS, total 5 
Philadelphia Luther League, Swiss Alps 
Miss Clara Roitsch 
VIRGINIA, total 84 
Edna Bonham, Memorialized by St. James Luther League, 
Chilhowie 
Dr. Hugh Rhyne 
Arnold Edwards, by Central-Church Luther League, 
Burkes Garden 
Edith Richardson 
Emmanuel-St. Matthews, New Market 
Lebanon Church Luther League, Lebanon Church 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 4 
WISCONSIN, total 2 
CANADA, total 5 
Rey. Norman Berner 


Lu Memoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 


As in His Heaven 
— Whittier 


Memorialized in Sustaining ICembership Fund 


Elwood Berch 

Memorialized by Washington District Luther League 
Lancaster District Luther Leaguers 

Memorialized by Lancaster District Luther League 
Edna Bonham 

Memorialized by St. James Luther League, Chilowie, Virginia 
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News From Over 


OHIO 


Two of our Leaguers have left Ohio to do full time work in the 
Church. Miss Havana Amos, former State Life Service Secretary, 
enrolled in the Baltimore Motherhouse for the diaconate and entered 
upon the course of studies there on September 23rd. Miss Amos, a 
member of the Beach City Lutheran Church, was a successful teacher 
in the public schools for a number of years. She has long since 
looked forward to this step in Christian service. 


Before leaving for Baltimore she was honored by the Tuscarawas 
Federation of Luther Leagues when at their annual banquet they 
presented her with a Common Service Book. The local Luther 
League at Beach City honored her with a farewell party and pre- 
sented her with a suitable gift. The Young Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety there made her a Life Member of the national organization, 
The congregation held a special service on the Sunday before her 
departure to express their appreciation for her faithful service among 
-them and to wish her well. 


During the six years in which she served as Life Service Secre- 
tary she urged Luther Leaguers to give themselves in consecration to 
the Master. She emphasized the importance of this department by 
dedicating a State Life Service Flag, Through her efforts three or 
four conferences also have honored their Life Service members through 
conference Life Service Flags. 


We pray God’s richest b'essing upon her in her years of prep- 
aration ior the Diaconate and service to the Master in this noble 
calling. 


The other is Donald F. Alber, a member of Bethany English 
Lutheran Church, Cleveland. Donald, a past Educational Secretary 
of the State, and very active in his own Church, graduated from 
Wittenberg College in 1936, and from Hamma Divinity School in 
1939. On October 8, 1939, a service for Ordination was held at 
Bethany Church where he was ordained. Having been approved for 
ordination by the Synod of Ohio at Zanesville last May, Rev. Alber 
accepted a call from the Board of American Missions. 


Rey. Alber’s call to service is a special one. Instead of being 
assigned to a permanent parish at once, he was selected for a year 
of special clinical training for home mission work. During this year 
he expects to be assigned to different fields and also to take a special 
course at Union Seminary in New York City. His assignment to a 
parish as pastor in charge will follow at the end of the year. 


Donald is Bethany’s first son in the ministry, and we pray that 
he may be guided, blessed, and prospered in his life work. We know 
his many talents, his excellent training, and his sincere consecra- 
tion. We shall always pray that God will use him in every possible 
way in the building of His kingdom. 


From all indications the Luther Leagues of the Synod of Ohio 
have set out upon a great program and from all reports the youth 
of our Church is headed for a year of big things. As we continue in 
this great work in the service of Jesus Christ, our Master, let us as 
young people keep before us one great purpose, namely, to serve our 
great Church, in the local congregation, in the Synod and in the 
United Lutheran Church. Let us set our hands to the great task 
before us. 


In carrying out this purpose let us, each and every League 
throughout the Synod, 

1. Diligently and faithfully study the Bible, the teachings of 
our Church and the program of our United Lutheran Church. 

2. Discuss together, with the guidance of the Pastor, the vital 
religious and moral problems of youth in our day. 

3. Seek out the unchurched youth of the community in which 
we live and bring them to Christ through the League and the Church 
services. 

4. Aid the Pastor and Church Council in the challenging task 
of Evangelism. (Home Missions and Inner Missions.) 

5. Meet our financial obligations to Local, Synodical and 
National Luther Leagues. 

6. Provide for the youth of our congregations a wholesome and 
uplifting recreational program. 

All this can be carried into reality and to a successful end if 
each and every Luther League will enter into a season of earnest 
prayer each day of the year. Let us ever look to Jesus who is the 
“Author and Finisher of our Faith.” 

HAROLD LANGE 


‘ NEW JERSEY 

With a memorable Convention behind them, the Leaguers of 
this Garden State turned to thoughts of “real” Luther Leaguing, 
and ere a month rolled around things were really “humming!” 

That the Lutheran youth in New Jersey are as full of vim 
and vigor as their associates, the “Jersey Skeeters,”’ can be attested 
by the following news reports coming from every one of our seven 
active Districts: 
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Bergen. October 11th is a date for the archives! On that even- 
ing, an Intermediate District League was organized in St. John’s 
Church, Passaic. Officers were elected and the State Missionary 
Secretary, Miss Ella A. Kaack, made a presentation on the new 
Liberia project! The Senior League of St. John’s, Passaic, 
observed its Tenth Anniversary very specially on October 15th. Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Kinports and National President Schaeriger were 
the guest speakers! . . At. Teaneck on October Ist, State President 
Alfred L. Beck spoke to a Loyalty Service! Future events in 
the District embody an installation of officers at Leonia on October 
22nd; a District Hallowe’en Party on October 27th at Maywood; 
and a Rally, November 15th, in Ridgefield, at which the election 
will be held, and movies on Long Beach exhibited by one of the 
Bergenite delegates! 


Central. One hundred and thirty Leaguers were ‘on deck” for 
the Fall Rally in Emanuel Church, New Brunswick, on Monday, 
October 16th. Pastor William F. Behrens, Jr., of Cranford, spoke 
on “The Russian Church!” ... At the District Loyalty Rally on 
Luther League Day, a goodly number of Leaguers were on hand, 
and witnessed the reception of a new group from Christ Church, 
Union! . . . The January Rally will meet on the second Monday in 
this new group’s Church home! 


Hudson, Hudson District Intermediates know their cause and 
support it well! On October 25th their entire offering will be ap- 
prepriated to the Liberia project! . . . The Seniors are looking 
ahead to a great banquet in St. John’s, Union City, on November 
10th, A former State President, ‘Jack’? Rugge, will be the prin- 
cipal speaker, and faithful ‘‘Ted’’ Grottke will serve as toastmaster. 


Shore, This new area is ‘“‘getting into the swing of things!” .. . 
October 16th was the occasion of the first meeting of the autumn 
season and the adoption of a constitution was the order for the 
evening ! Three groups were represented—Red Bank, Keyport 
and Asbury Park! ... The next Rally will be held November 6th, 
in the recently dedicated sanctuary at Red Bank! 


Southern. Brace yourself! What we're going to tell you now 
may shock you! This active District, augmented by a sizable dele- 
gation from the newer Trenton District actually jammed a Church 
to overflowing! The occasion was a Joint Reformation Celebration 
in old Zion Lutheran Church, at Riverside. National President, ‘Al’ 
Schaediger, brought a very challenging and forceful address on 
“Luther’s Emblem” and State President ‘Al’? Beck made a presenta- 
tion award of a plaque to Trinity League, North Woodbury, who 
had attained the highest standard of efficiency with the State’s Twelve 
Point Program ... A Hallowe’en Frolic is to be held on Friday, 
November 3rd, in the spacious Parish Hall of Holy Trinity Church, 
Audubon. 


Trenton. Enthusiasm prevails here as an aitermath of the ses- 
sions of the State Convention which met in this newest active Dis- 
trict in the State! . They not only merit praise for the banner 
“turn out’? at the inner-District Rally in Riverside on Thursday, 
October 19th, but take pride also in having added another League to 
the District (Christ Church, Trenton) and are looking forward to 
still another group in the very near future (St. Paul’s, Hightstown) 
. . The next Rally will meet ‘“‘sometime in November” in Bethel 
Church, Trenton, Rev. Roy S. Bowers, pastor! 


EUGENE H. KELCHNER, Publicity Secretary 


VIRGINIA 


The Annual Roanoke Conference Officers Training Institute 
was held at Crockett Springs, September 9, 10, with approximately 
forty energetic Luther Leaguers present. ‘Growing In Knowledge” 
was the theme around which this program was centered and “Jesus 
Still Lead On’’ was used as the convention hymn. 

Saturday evening’s main attraction was a Birthday Party cele- 
brating the Fifteenth Anniversary of the Roanoke Conference. Frances 
Jones, Margaret Stoutemire and Lewis Bowers arranged a delight- 
ful series of games, contests and group singing through which the 
Leaguers grew in “Knowledge of Friendship.” Every one was sur- 
prised by the sudden appearance of a birthday cake and punch. At 
this time the Conference President, Gladys Ruble, was presented 
with a gift. 

On Sunday a morning watch was led by Pauline Shaly, of Vir- 
ginia Heights Church, using as her topic, ‘Growing In Knowledge 
of Nature.” 

The Sunday School lesson was iaught by Vivian Cronk, of 
College Church, Salem, after which the main theme was resumed. 
Isabelle Sprinkle, of Wheatland Church, spoke, stressing “Growing 
in Knowledge of Stewardship.” The remainder of the morning and 
the afternoon session was taken up by the presentation of the duties 
of the officers and secretaries. Edith Richardson, Synodical Presi- 
dent, led a discussion of League problems. 


MILDRED WILLIAMSON, Reporter 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


The annual meeting of the Luther League of the Rocky Moun- 
tain Synod was held in the form of a three-day camp this year at 
Camp Crockett, Rye, Colorado, August i Wb En ip 

Under the direction of Rev. Conradi of Canon City, Colo., forty 
Leaguers representing eight Leagues enjoyed this new type of con- 
vention. Rev. H. F. Martin, President of Midland College, Fre- 
mont, Nebraska, was the guest speaker who gave inspirational ad- 
dresses. 

The scheduled program also included classes in Bible study, 
worship, and life service. Hiking, horse-back riding, supervised 
games, horseshoe, baseball, and geology hikes provided recreation. 
Questions and problems arising in the local Leagues were discussed 
for which helpful suggestions were given. 

At the business meeting the various reports were given and all 
old and new business taken care of. The following officers were 
elected for the coming year; President, Charlotte McDermon, Colo- 
rado Springs; Vice-President, Charlotte Luby, Albuquerque, N. M.; 
Secretary, Marlet Bredehorst, Denver; Treasurer, Earl Bergquist, 
Albuquerque, N. M. 

The secretaries appointed to serve this year are: Educational, 
Doris Allen, Denver; Life Service, Marie Johnnie, Colorado Springs ; 
Missionary, John DeWitt, Albuquerque, N. M.; Intermediate, Ruth 
Veysey, Denver; Sustaining Membership, Barbara Blackburn, Pueblo. 

It was decided to select an Advisory Committee who could be 
of assistance to the officers. Those chosen were: Rey. Conrad, 
Canon City; Florence Gerlach, Canon City; Charles Veysey, Denver ; 
Norval Tagert, Colorado Springs. 

The delegates voted to repeat this type of convention next year 
for a longer period and in conjunction with the Parish School group. 


MARLET BREDEHORST, Secretary 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The annual State Departmental Conferences conducted in the 
eastern and western sections of the state brought together the leaders 
and workers of each of the 18 Districts in Pennsylvania. The West- 
ern Conference was held in First Lutheran Church, Greensburg, on 
Saturday, October 7th; the Eastern Conference in Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Lancaster, on Saturday, October 21st. The State 
Departmental Secretaries led the group sessions at both locations 
for District Educational, Missionary, Life Service, Intermediate, 
Publicity, Sustaining Membership and Extension Secretaries, and the 
State President, ‘“Ken’’ Dry conducted an Administrative Conference. 
This latter conference was just introduced this year and proved to 
be very popular. Richard Heiland, second Vice-President, was in 
charge of arrangements for both affairs. His suggestion to have 
every Secretary choose their own method of presenting a resume of 
their afternoon conference to the entire audience at the evening 
session worked out successfully, A number of ways were chosen, 
either by the Secretary or the group, but particularly will we re- 
member the novel presentation by the Extension group, “Dr. 
Stracker’s Health Clinic.’’ Pennsylvania made considerable strides 
in last year’s ‘“‘Forward Movement Program.’ This year again, 
under, the capable leadership of Bert Stracker, we are led to think 
of extension in terms of “‘Friendship Through Fellowship.” 

All Districts are veritable beehives of activity. We record below 
a number of things that have been or are being accomplished in 
several of the Districts: 

York. A Presidents’ Workers Conference was held October 24, 
in St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, with Educational, Missionary, Life 
Service and Administrative Conferences. At this meeting reports 
were given to local secretaries of the highlights of the State De- 
partmental Conference. Rev. Robert H. Gearhart, Jr., Lutheran 
Campus Pastor of Philadelphia, will be the principal speaker at the 
45th annual convention to be held November 11, in Zion Lutheran 
Church, Glen Rock (Rev. Hugo Schroeder). There will be three 
sessions. ‘‘A Leaguer’s Personal Responsibilities” is the convention 
theme. 

Pittsburgh. St. Luke’s Lutheran, Pittsburgh N. S., were hosts 
to the 92nd Convention of the District on October 21st, with ses- 
sions afternoon and evening and a Fellowship Dinner. Rev. William 
G. Leubin of Bethany Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, served as Chap- 
lain. Rev. George J. Baisler, of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Evans 
City, was the speaker at the evening session. 

Philadelphia. The State President, “Ken” Dry, spoke at the 
President’s Conference held September 28th. The various District 
officers and secretaries presented their plans at this dinner meeting. 
Rallies were held in Sections ‘‘A,” “B,” and “C,” the programs in- 
cluding candlelight installations, convention reports and movies shown 
by Francis Elwell who took three reels of pictures enroute to and 
from California Convention. Fall Convention was held on October 
28th. Plans are in the making for the annual Live Wire Dinner to 
be held January 31st, at Kugler’s, in Philadelphia. 

Northeast. The 75th annual convention of this District will be 
held November 11th in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Scranton (Rev 
C. F. Knoll, pastor). The theme, “Our Challenges,’”’ will be oes 
cussed at the evening session by the President of The Luther League 
of America, Mr. Alvin Schaediger. The Convention Chaplain will 
be the newly-installed pastor of St. John’s Church, Wilkes-Barre, 
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Rev. Francis R. Edwards. Northeast District will have two Thanks- 
giving Rallies—the one in Christ Church, Scranton, with Rey. J. S. 
Savacool as speaker, and the other in Holy Trinity, Kingston, with 
Rey. L. Wein as speaker. 

Johnstown. Supplementing our report appearing last month con- 
cerning Johnstown’s annual convention which was held September 
30th, the following officers were elected to serve for the ensuing year: 
President, Wendell Lawther; Vice-President, Wayne Sutter; Secre- 
tary, Frances Corbitt; Treasurer, Earl Brubaker; Educational Sec- 
retary, Sara Louise Brosious; Missicnary Secretary, Elizabeth Cole- 
man; Life Service Secretary, Maxines Reitz; Intermediate Secretary, 
Lorraine Zubrod; Publicity Chairman, Phyllis Schrader ; Sustaining 
Membership Chairman, Jeanette Sharp. Rev. and Mrs. Elwood Hauser 
and Mrs. Harold W. Donges are the Advisors of the District. 

Harrisburg. Luther League Day was celebrated in a novel way. 
Each local League in the District was asked to install a radio in 
their meeting room September 26th. Then for a 15-minute period 
beginning at 6:30 P. M. over Station WKBO, Harrisburg, a special- 
ly-arranged program was presented. Each League continued with 
their own services following the broadcast. John George Kurzenknabe, 
Kenneth W. Dry, George K. Keet, Jr., Mrs. Elizabeth Klein Weiss, 
and Miss Margaret M. Schaefer were the radio speakers. These lat- 
ter mentioned represented the President and Educational and Mis- 
sionary Secretaries, while the former represented the National and 
State Leagues. Miss Edna Stricker, Executive Secretary, read the 
message of Miss Emma R. Heller, Life Service Secretary. The 5th 
annual Lutheran Youth Rally, sponsored by the State and Harris- 
burg District, was held October 17th, in Memorial Lutheran Church, 
Shippensburg. Rev. H. C. Fry. of Shiremanstown, President of the 
Lancaster Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, was the 
speaker. A social hour followed the worship service. 

Erie. The Intermediates of the District held a Rally on October 
13th, at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Erie. The Thanksgiving 
Rally will be held at the Bethesda Orphans’ Home on November 
21st. The play, “The Road Back Home,’ will be given the early 
part of the new year to boost the Scholarship Fund the District has 
for students entering the ministry or diaconate. This active group 
is also planning to publish a district bulletin in the near future. 

All Districts in the State (either as an individual District or as 
several Districts together) are planning to have Thanksgiving Ral- 
lies on November 21st, every service beginning at 8 P. M. and all 
using the same opening hymn. 

ANNA M. SCHLEGEL 
Publicity Chairman, Luther League of Pennsylvania 


Twelfth Annual Convention of Mississippi State Luther 
League held at Burns, Mississippi, August 20, 1939 


IOWA 


The Thirty-fifth Annual Convention of the Luther League of 
Iowa, was held at the First Lutheran Church in Fairfield, August 
27, 28 and 29. From the time that registrations began on Sunday 
afternoon, until the close of the banquet on Tuesday evening, this 
convention was such a success that it will go down in Iowa history 
as one of the best State conventions. 

3 The opening session on Sunday evening, began with a Fellow- 
ship Supper, at which Rev. Carl V. Tambert, of Clinton, acted as 
Toastmaster. The State officers, pastors and their local delegations 
were introduced to the group, following which the following Leagues 
presented stunts : Burlington, Sioux City, Davenport, Webster City 
Cedar Rapids, Muscatine, Mason City, Newton, Princeton De 
Moines, Dubuque and Postville. After the supper devotions were 
held in the Church sanctuary under the leadership of Richard Le 
Mont, President of the Cedar Rapids League. The topic, ‘Bringing 
Christ to The Jews,” was taken from the Luther Leaeue Review 
An interesting discussion followed the presentation of the topic and 
left us with the realization that we can each do our bit in helping 
to Christianize the Jew. After the devotional hour a social hour wae 
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35th Annual Convention of the Luther League of Iowa 


held. Miss Viola Wass, State President, announced the committees 
that were to serve during the convention. 


Monday morning’s session was opened with the Holy Com- 
munion Service, at which Rev. E. A. Piper, host pastor, conducted 
the service, and the message was brought by Rev. M. E. Lesher, 
Convention Chaplain. Rev. Lesher stressed the fact that when we 
come to the Lord’s table we are conscious that there is something 
beyond us that we have missed and for which we are striving. He 
said that we know the results and satisiactions that are ours when 
we come to the Table of the Lord but we do not understand. That 
is the great mystery, but we do know that our faith is renewed 
and we are made stronger, and each time we come to communion it 
is a new revelation to us. 


Following the Communion Service the convention picture was 
taken after which the convention assembled for the formal opening 
by the President, Viola Wass. Roll call was made by the Secretary, 
Wm. Fahy and the announcement was again made that the League 
with perfect attendance at all sessions and that had come the farthesth 
would receive the attendance plaque. Rey. M. A. Getzendaner, Presi- 
dent of the Iowa Synod, brought greetings from that group and 
expressed his pleasure at being able to be with us. The President 
read greetings from Alvin H. Schaediger, President of The Luther 
League of America. Reports of the President, Secretary and Treas- 
urer were presented and accepted at this session. 


Monday afternoon session was cpened with ‘‘Quiet Moments,” 
in charge of Rev. Lesher, Convention Chaplain, who used as his 
theme, ‘‘Confirmation,” basing his talk on the first phrase of 
Romans 12:2, “And be not conformed to this world,” which is the 
verse following that containing the convention theme. “My Reason- 
able Service.” Business was continued by reports of the various 
secretaries. In the report of the Extension Secretary, Rev. Carl V. 
Tambert, were petitions from seven Leagues desiring State member- 
ship. These were from: St. Luke’s, Sioux City; St. Paul’s, Daven- 
uort; Unity, Des Moines; Missouri Valley; Dunlap; Iowa City and 
the Intermediate League of Clinton. These Leagues were admitted 
by the adoption of the report and the President or a representative 
of each League came forward and was welcomed into the State 
League by the President, Miss Wass. 

We were very happy to have Rev. A. J. Beil, Topeka, Kansas, 
as our National Representative during this convention. He brought 
greetings from national headquarters and also addressed the con- 
vention several times during the convention. A discussion period 
was held in charge of John R. Haydon, Des Moines, Member-at-large 
of the State Executive Committtee, during which representatives 
from several Leagues presented some outstanding method used in 
planning programs in their local Leagues. 

Monday evening’s session was a vesper service in charge of the 
Chaplain, with Rev. Lightner Swan, of Missouri Valley, bringing the 
message. Rev. Swan used as his text Romans 12:2 and supported 
it with Philippians 2:5, ‘Let this mind be in you which was in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Tuesday morning the Leaguers were up early for a breakfast at 
Old Settler’s Park, preceding which Rev. Reno Frobenius, Muscatine, 
brought an early morning meditation on the shores of the lake. 
Following breakfast a short period of fellowship was enjoyed and 
then sessions were resumed at the Church. 

The highlights of the morning session were the election of 
officers and the Life Service Program. The Life Service Program 


was in charge of our Life Service Secretary, Rev. A. M. Simonsen, 
Des Moines, and was truly a never-to-be-forgotten service. Rev. 
Carl Tambert brought the message and used as his text a portion 
of Luke 14:10, ‘Friend, Go Up Higher.” It is impossible to put 
into writing the depth and meaning of this message as it was given 
to the young people and as they absorbed it. 

The Tuesday afternoon session opened with “Quiet Moments” 
by the Chaplain. who used as his theme, ‘‘Transformation,’”’ basing 
it upon the last phrase of Romans 12:2. Business sessions were re- 
sumed and as an outside guest speaker, Rev. Yingling, a Presby- 
terian pastor of Fairfield, told of his experiences at the World Youth 
Conference held recently in Amsterdam, Holland. This was very in- 
teresting, Reports of the National convention were given by Nola 
Berger, Bob Dillon, William Fahy and Viola Wass. At this time 
the announcement was made that in consideration of the fact that 
at the State Luther League convention twenty-five years ago, Mr. 
John L. Berger was elected State President, he presented our League 
a gift of $25.00 which is to be in the form of an Alumni membership 
in the Luther League of America. We feel sure this was the gift 
of a man who has always been very much interested in the work 
of the League and will always be. As a pleasant surprise to him, 
his daughter, Nola, was elected to a State office at this convention. 
What could give a parent greater happiness than the fact that one 
of his children was following in his footsteps in the work of the 
Luther League and for Christ. The Iowa League indeed wishes the 
best for Mr. Berger and his family, with more consecrated people 
like them the work of the Church would not be so hard at times. 

Drawing near to the close of the business sessions, Rev. Getzen- 
daner, President of Synod, installed the new officers. The candle 
which was lighted on the altar was the same one that was used in 
the installation of the new officers of the Luther League of America 
at Long Beach, and it was from this that the new officers in turn 
ighted their candles. The officers installed were: President, William 
Fahy, Muscatine; Vice-President, Nola Berger, Cedar Rapids; Sec- 
retary, Virginia Wirt, Des Moines; Treasurer, Arlene Lundell, Bur- 
ington; Member-at-Large, Viola Wass, Mason City. 

The thirty-fith annual convention of the Luther League of 
Iowa was adjourned by the new President, the final session to be 
he banquet, Tuesday evening. 

The first part of the banquet hour was one of great hilarity, 
with Rey. Lesher and Rev. Tambert carrying on their usual verbal 
attle which added life to the entire convention. Rev. Schwertz, 
Sicux City, donated a large number of balloons with “‘squawkers”’ 
and to quote the Iowa Index, “for a time it seemed as though the 
European conflict had culminated over here.” 

After bringing greetings from the Luther League of Minnesota, 


Rev. F. H. Clutz, Pasior of the Church of the Reformation, St. 
Paul, Minn., brought a stirring message to the Leaguers. He 


used as his text, Luke 11:23: “He that is not with me is against 
me, and he that gathereth not with me scattereth.” In contrast to the 
hilarity of the forepart of the evening, the quiet way the Leaguers left 
the banquet room was ample proof that Rev. Clutz had brought a 
message to those present. There could not have been a more fitting 
close to a convention that we feel has left a mark on the lives of 
all those, young and old, in attendance. 

The Executive Committee announced the next convention to 
be held in Muscatine in 1940. The plaque for perfect attendance at 
all sessions went to the Clinton League. 
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NEW YORK 
Western District 


The Fall Rally of the Western District Luther League was held 
at Concordia Lutheran Church on Sunday, October 1. About 105 
Senior and 70 Intermediate Leaguers attended. 

As guest speaker Dr. C. P. Harry, Educational Secretary of 
The Luther League of America, spoke on the Educational Program 
of the Luther League. He said the Luther League was primarily an 
educational organization formed in the 1890’s for the purpose ot 
training young people, by a process of self-culture, for actual work 
in the Church. He also said that Leaguers must know what they 
are to talk about when they plan the programs. Programs are not 
successful only because of the discussion they evoke, but if the 
Leaguers gain something from the program, discussion is not meces- 
sary. Dr. Harry said, ‘Topics are offered to help you, and if they 
don’t, then our work is a failure.” In the long run the Leaguers 
will find that the topics are prepared by the Educational Department 
are better than any the local Leagues could prepare because of the 
wider experience and the scope of the material which the Educational 
Department has at its disposal. Dr. Harry also said a word rvegard- 
ing the material that his department has made available to the local 
Leagues, such as “The Luther League Review,” “‘The Topics Quar- 
terly’’ and the ‘‘Lutheran.” 

At the banquet State President Donald F. Bautz spoke, stress- 
ing the new Liberia Missionary Project. State Publicity Secretary, 
Clarence L. Neun, also spoke. The attendance award was given to 

. Parkside and Mrs. Marie Kattman was awarded a plaque for sub- 
mitting the name ‘‘Westernews” for the District's new paper. 
RICHARD F. WEIL 


Mohawk Valley District 
The Mohawk Valley District began its Fall activities with a 
joint rally with the Syracuse D.strict on October 1, at St. Peter’s, in 
Verona. About 200 were in attendance. 
Rey. Norman Ross, Lyons, was the guest speaker, using for 
his topic, “Christ In the Time of Crises.” 


A Vesper Service was held and was followed by the Business 
Meeting at which the District’s program was presented. A supper 
and entertainment concluded the program. 


Long Island District 


With October 8th weather seeming more like May, the Fall 
Convention of the Long Island District Leagues met at the host 
Church, St. Luke’s of Woodhaven. 


After friendly greetings and the usual ‘‘What, still all that tan 
from Pinecrest?’ 165 Leaguers started the first of their conven- 
tions for the season. 


Opening devotionals were led by the Educational Secretary, Al 
Roeper. Welcomes then were extended by the President of the host 
League, who is also District Treasurer, Mr. John Kruer. 

The Business Session was then in progress, the Missionary Pro- 
gram of the League being stressed, with the ob,ective of “How To 
be Good Servants In His Way.’’ The program started, which was 
begun by District President Dan Lehmann, and Rev. Schweiger, 
Chaplain of Queens General Hospital, is to go into effect as of 
January 1, 1940. The objectives include the visiting of the sick 
in hospital, at home, etc.; doing for them little things such as 
reading, or conducting a religious service for them. It will also in- 
clude the minding of children, the establishing in all a true mission- 
ary spirit and the pointing out to the youth of tie Church what 
such work means, with the aim of starting them on the path of 
Life Service work. 


The supper hour was much enjoyed, with the Hilly Billies of 
St. Luke’s, Woodhaven, entertaining with mountain music. Mov- 
ing pictures of the State Convention at Niazara Falls were shown. 


The evening service was conducted by Rey. E. R. Jaxheimer, 
pastor of the host Church. The sermon, “Out of Chaos—?” the 
convention theme, was given by Rev. Paul E. Schmidt, of St. Luke’s 
Church of Brooklyn, and was inspiring and helpful. The offering 
was given to Dr. Herring for the Lutheran Welfare Campaign, on 
which he spoke at the afternoon session. 


Then after many, many goodnights, the Leaguers parted with 
that good fellowship feeling, which seems one of the better parts 
of any Luther League gathering. 

MARIE F. LEHMANN 


Brooklyn District 


; To start the fall and winter program right, Brooklyn District 
is sponsoring a Luther League Leadership Training School in Brook- 
lyn during the months of September and October. 


Discussion groups conducted are: ‘‘The Church Through the 
Centuries,” “The Home and Church Working Together in the Re- 
ligious Nurture of Children,’ “The Child’s Approach To Religion,” 
“Understanding Youth,” ‘Understanding Ourselves’ and “The Chris- 
tian Task Abroad.” All these courses are under capable instructors. 
Rev. John Bauchmann, of St. Jacobi Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, is 
the Dean of the School. 
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The District ‘Fall Rally’? was held on October 22nd, in Re- 
deemer Lutheran Church in Flatbush, Brooklyn, whose pastor !s 
Rev. H. Weiskotten. Devotions and discussions were conducted and 
refreshments were served. 

Brooklyn District is eagerly looking forward to the new Mis- 
sionary Project of The Luther League of America, a Boys’ School 
Building in Liberia, Africa, with the hope of united activity in sup- 


port of the project. 
ANN GELLERT 


The Publicity Department of the Luther League of New York 
State has just issued the first of its monthly publications. In its 
18th year the ‘Mirror’ has taken a new form, that of a mimeo- 
graphed paper, and is now being issued monthly instead of quarterly. 
Through the “Mirror” state officers and secretaries will keep in 
closer touch with Districts and Leaguers. The “Mirror” is being 
sent to the Pastor of each non-League Church, the President of each 
State League, the officers and secretaries of each District, State 
officers and secretaries, and to the various leaders outside of the 
State League. 

Lest we forget, the Luther League of New York State wants 
you to keep in your memory that in 1943 it is celebrating its 50th 
birthday. We want you to come to New York State in 1943 to 
celebrate our birthday while attending the Luther League of America 
convention. Will you? Remember our motto: “ACNY.” Oh, you 
don’t know what “ACNY” means? Well, watch next month’s Re- 
view and we'll tell you. 

CLARENCE L. NEUN 
Publicity Secretary, Luther League of New York State 


O Earth, Rejoice! 


We hear the angels’ song that ne’er shall cease 
Proclaim the everlasting Prince of Peace. 

O earth, rejoice! The Son of God hath come 
To guide us on to our eternal home. 


The world is weary of its war and sin 

A reign of peace and love shall soon begin. 

O earth, rejoice! The Prince of Peace is here, 
Each faithful heart can feel His presence near. 


“Good will and peace on earth!” the angels’ song 
From age to age shall echo sweet and strong. 

O earth, rejoice! Look up, ye souls forlorn! 

Our Lord hath come to “comfort them that mourn.” 


Our joyful hearts shall echo songs above, 

Proclaim the tidings now of peace and love! 
O earth, rejoice! Ring out, glad bells, again, 
And tell your message sweet to sinful men. 


We hear the holy angels’ song to-day, 

And light from heaven shines upcn our way. 
O earth, rejoice! The Son of God hath come 
To guide us on to our eternal home. 


—MARTHA A. KIDDER 


. , 
The Heart of Christmas 

It’s Christmas! 

O turn from the struggle of living, 
From buying and selling and giving, 
Stand, bathed in the Bethlehem starlight, 
As shepherds and seers on that far night 
When Jesus was born in a manger! 


It’s Christmas! 

O turn from your feasting and hurry, 
From quarrel and discord and worry, 
And list to the whir of their soft wings 
As the chorus celestial aloft sings 

The birth of a wonderful Stranger! 


It’s Christmas! 

Here’s Hope for the sinning and sighing. 

Here’s Joy for the faithful and trying. 

Here’s Peace! May its beauty adorn thee. 

Here’s Love! May its magic transform thee, 

Through Faith in the Babe in a manger. 
—BLANCHE E, K. EVANS 
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Senior Capirs 
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Christmas Pageant 
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December 3, 1939 


First Sunday in Advent 


FAVORITE MASTERPIECES OF THE NATIVITY 


Luke 2:1-7 
(By Rev. J. Wilbur Gouker, Philadelphia, Pa.) 


For our consideration this evening it is possible to study but 
briefly a very few of the many great Nativity pictures available. It 
is hoped, however, that this short discussion will create a further 
interest not only in the pictures treated here, but also in the vast 
number of others not listed. To get the greatest appreciation of these 
lovely masterpieces you will want a fair-sized copy of each at your 
meeting. Should you not have these, it is possible to secure them 
from the United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., at a very nominal sum—particularly in the smaller 
sizes. “‘Holy Night’-—Correggio, large size, 10x12, 15 cents; 
medium size, 5% x8, 2 cents; small size, 3x 3%, 1 cent, in black 
and white; large size, in color 50 cents or three for $1.00. ‘‘The 
Arrival of the Shepherds’’—Le Rolle, large size, 10x12, 15 cents; 
medium size, 4x 8, 2 cents; small size, 3x 3%, 1 cent in black and 
white. ‘The Adoration of the Shepherds’”—Bouguereau, medium 
size, 5%4 x 8, 2 cents; small size, 3x 3%, 1 cent, in black and white. 
“The Star of Bethlehem’—Burne-Jones, medium size, 54x8, 2 


cents; small size, 3x 3%, 1 cent. 


Suggested Program 
Preludé: A Medley of Christmas Carols 
Hymn: ‘Carol, Sweetly Carol” (42 P. S. H.) 
Scripiure Lesson: Luke 2:1-7 
Read Responsively Psalm 150 (Page 47, P. S. H.) 
Present the Introduction and Holy Night 
Solo: ‘‘Cantique de Noel,” by Adolphe Adam 
Present “The Arrival of the Shepherds” 
Quartet: ‘In the Silence of the Night” (32 P. S. H.) 
Present ‘““The Adoration of the Shepherds’’ 
Solo: ‘‘Gesu Bambino,” by Pietro-A-Yon 
Present “The Star of Bethlehem” 
Hymn: ‘We Three Kings of Orient Are’ (53 P. S. H.) 
Prayer Period: Silently, while pianist plays ‘‘Silent Night.” 
might conclude with general prayer 
Offering 
Announcements 
Hymn: “Joy To The World” (19 P. S. H.) 
Benediction 


Leader 


Bible Readings 


Micah 5:2-4. The Prophecy 

Isaiah 9:6,7. The Prophecy 

Luke 1 :26-33, 38. The Annunciation 

Luke 1:46-55. The Magnificat 

Luke 2:8-20. The \isit of the Shepherds 
Matthew 2:1-12. ‘The Visit of the Wise Men 


Quotation 

“To understand and appreciate great pictures of any 
kind it is necessary that one live deeply and significantly. 
Art has no message for a shallow soul. But those who 
have loved and sacrificed, who have known joy and sor- 
row, who have tasted the bitterness and sweetness of 
life, and especially those who have reflected upon life 
to know its true values, will find in great art a perpetual 
revelation, a perpetual inspiration. Youth is a golden 
time in which to seek these treasures of experience; for 
if once our heart is schooled to search for the deep things 
of life, if it is satisfied early with the beauty of the Lord 
our God, then like the Psalmist of old, we shall rejoice 
and be glad all our days.”’—“The Gospel In Art,” by 
Albert Edward Bailey. 


Srutar Copirs 
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Intermediate Topics 


—~ 


Watchnight Service; 


Introduction 
Henry Van Dyke once said: “The birth of Jesus is 
the sunrise of the Bible. Towards this point the aspira- 
tion of the prophets and the poems of the Psalmists 
were directed as the heads of the flowers are turned 
toward the dawn. From this point a new day began to 
flow very silently over the world—a day of faith and 
freedom, a day of hope and love.” 


Is it not to be expected, therefore, that the attention 
of all the great artists should be attracted to this heaven- 
ly event, and that each should want to give us his own 
interpretation? Yet as we look back upon the many con- 
ceptions of the Nativity that art has contributed to the 
world, we may value all that is significant and beautiful, 
feeling cne fine quality in one, and another profound 
meaning in another, and still none of them may com- 
pletely satisfy us. All that the past has done will not 
suffice for the present. The birth of Christ has a mes- 
sage which is inexhaustible and there-ore needs to be 
interpreted anew to every age and every race. 

There are at least eighty Nativity scenes existent in 
the galleries and Churches of Europe. Of these we will 
consider but four in our discussion tonight. 


Holy Night (Correggio) 

Antonio Correggio was an Italian painter who lived 
from 1494 to 1534. Alberto Pratonero ordered this pic- 
ture from him to be hung in the chapel of the Church 
of St. Prospero. Despite its cumbersome size, 101 by 74 
inches, Duke Francesco of Modena, wanted it so badly 
that he stole it and put a copy in its place. His collection 
was later sold and this painting now hangs in the gallery 
in Dresden. 

Is there any wonder that this is considered the most 
favorite of all of the Nativity scenes? Undoubtedly its 
popularity is due in part to its unique lighting. The 
early morning light is just breaking dimly over the far- 
away hills in the background, but the illumination for 
the picture radiates from the Baby Jesus and gradually 
diminishes in intensity toward the outer edges of the 
scene. Because of this peculiar lighting it is difficult to 
clearly distinguish the details. The huge pillar at the left 
indicates the setting to be in a stable built within the 
ruins of an old house or temple. 


What a contrast is this Bable to the burly shepherd 
at the left! His arm is raised in a gesture of wonder, or 
perhaps he is removing his cap in reverence. The younger 
shepherd, who is holding the big dog in check, looks up 
with approval. Judging from the goslings in her basket, 
the woman standing by the pillar was on her way to 
market. Some say these are two turtledoves, and that 
the bearer was likely enroute to the temple to make an 
offering, when she was arrested by the brilliant light and 
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came into the stable. So glaring is the light that she 
seems to raise her hand to shield her eyes from its in- 
tensity. In the background, Joseph, ever concerned for 
the welfare of his precious family, is apparently having 
difficulty diverting the attention of the donkey from 
them. Looking down from a cloud upon the scene are 
the beautiful little angels. Certainly this is a lovely 
way to remind us that heaven too, is rejoicing in this 
Holy Event. 

Supported by this “cast,” the mother and her Child 
are of chief interest. How tenderly Mary holds Him in 
her arms as she kneels beside the crude wooden crib! 
See the joy and affection in her face as she looks upon 
Him! There would be little need for the rest of the 
picture were it not for enchanting this radiant little 
circle of glory. 

The Arrival of the Shepherds (Le Rolle) 

Henri LeRolle is a modern French artist, born in 
Paris in 1848. He has painted but five religious pictures, 
excelling rather in landscapes and portraits. 

“The Arrival of the Shepherds,’ although a com. 
paratively recent painting, is one of the most popular 
of the Nativity scenes. The artist presents the inside of 
a vast, dimly-lighted cave in Palestine, and according to 
modern research comes closer to the original setting than 
any of the others. The rugged and irregularly placed 
logs used as supports and rafters emphasize the simplici- 
ty of the group. On one side are the donkeys standing 
by their feeding troughs, quite unconcerned, while op- 
posite them on a pile of hay are a number of forks. 

LeRolle’s definite aim was to paint this picture as 
true to life as possible. There are no angels, nothing 
superfluous, nor the slightest suggestion of splendor. 
Instead he has shown the shepherds clothed in their fur 
pelts with unshod feet, just as they would have come 
from the pasture with their dogs, and has made peasant 
folk out of Mary and Joseph. The only suggestion of 
divinity is the glow around Mary’s head. It is commonly 
thought that in this way he desired to emphasize the 
profound influence of spiritual motherhood in the world. 


The Adoration of the Shepherds (Bouguereau) 

Bouguereau is again a 19th century painter. Im- 
mediately we notice the naturalness and realism of this 
picture in contrast to the earlier ones. The setting, logic- 
ally enough, is in a stable. The little manger-bed has 
been made as comfortable as possible for the sleeping 
Christ-Child. How quiet and dignified both Mary and 
Joseph are! Instead of keeping their eyes fixed intently 
upon the Child as in many pictures, they are interested 
in watching the expressions of wonder upon the faces of 
their visitors. How proud Mary is to uncover her little 
Son so that they might see Him better! 


Here again, as in Correggio’s “Holy Night,” the 
light is radiated from the Child. Nevertheless, the shep- 
herds are crowding as close as possible to see this Holy 
One. Apparently they came in haste, for one of them 
has even brought a little lamb along. 


“Out of the midnight sky a great dawn broke, 
And a voice singing, flooded us with song. 
In David’s city was He born, it sang, 

A Saviour, Christ the Lord. Then while I sat 
Shivering with the thrill of that great cry, 
A mighty choir a thousandfold more sweet 
Suddenly sang, Glory to God, and Peace— 
Peace on earth; my heart, almost unnerved 
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By that swift loveliness, would hardly beat. 
Speechless we waited till the accustomed night 
Gave us no promise more of sweet surprise; 

Then scrambling to our feet, without a word 

We started through the fields to find the Child.” 


—John Erskine 


Just arriving, one of the older men in the back- 
ground is removing his hat, while others are falling to 
their knees and clasping their hands in worship. The 
sacrificial lamb lying just in front of the manger, as well 
as the shadow in the background, an omen of future sor-~- 
rows, are here as symbols to remind us that the Infant 
Jesus is not being born to a life of ease and quietness. 
The surrounding group of admirers is entirely uncon- 
scious of anything except the presence of the sleeping 
Child. By their expressions there is no doubt about the 
joy they are experiencing in looking upon the counte- 
nance of the One who came to bring happiness and sal- 
vation into the world. 


The Star of Bethlehem (Burne-Jones) 

Sir Edward Burne-Jones is another 19th century 
artist, who lived from 1833 to 1898. In his unique way 
he defines a picture as “a beautiful romantic dream -of 
something that never was, never will be, in a light 
better than any light that ever shone, in a land no one 
can define or remember—only desire.” 


This picture now hangs in the Birmingham Gallery, 
England. Its beautiful color, and much symbolism make 
is a most unusual and interesting study. 


In his effort to put forth a moral, he has disre- 
garded realism in this life-size water color. Unlike 
Le Rolle, who strove for factual truth, Burne-Jones has 
painted allegorically. In the bleak background of bare 
trees, he portrays the desolateness of error and sin. Rep- 
resenting continual heavenly guidance, he has an angel 
carry the star before the Wise Men. It is said to be his 
explanation for the failure of astronomers to find the 
Star of Bethlehem, for it was borne by this Divine 
Courier. 


“They pinned their faith on such a little thing— 
Only a star— 

Yet was enough to lead each eager king 

From lands afar, 

Through the dark forest, where the cedar shows 
Its giant stem 

Over the mountains, white with winter snows 

To Bethlehem.”’ 


—Olivér Chichester 


The kings in the painting are the traditional three: 
Caspar, the first, a sage and a scholar, denoting wisdom; 
Melchoir, a warrior in full regalia, symbolizing strength; 
and Balthazar, the wealthiest and most richly bedecked, 
representing wealth. Opposed to their splendor is the 
apparent poverty and simplicity of the Holy Family. 
Joseph, the loving, tender-hearted protector, has done 
his best to make his family comfortable in a rude 
thatched shed. He has just come from gathering twigs 
for a fire. The Child, in true baby-like fashion, clings 
to its mother in genuine fear of the strangers, as Mary 
receives them with calm and dignity. 

What a contrast is this small area where love reigns 
and the flowers burst forth in all their glory, to that of 
the snow and comfortless woods in the background, Is 
it possible that the artist wishes to portray the fact that 
where the love of Jesus is found, the forces of sin and 
evil have melted away? Certainly Jesus must have had 
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something like this in mind when He said, “Whoso shall 


receive one such little child in My name receiveth Me.” 
“There’s a song in the air! 
There’s a star in the sky! 
There’s a mother’s deep prayer 
And a baby’s low ery! 
And the star rains its fire and the Beautiful sing, 
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King. 


There’s a tumult of joy 

O’er the wonderful birth, 

For the virgin’s sweet Boy 

Is the Lord of the earth, 

Ay! the star rains its fire and the Beautiful sing 
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King. 


In the light of that star 

Lie the ages impearled; 

And the song from afar 

Has swept over the world. 

Every hearth is aflame and the Beautiful sing 
In the homes of the nations that Jesus is King. 


We rejoice in the light, 

And we echo the song 

That comes down through the night 

From the heavenly throng. 

Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they bring 
And we greet in His cradle our Saviour and King!” 


—Josiah Gilbert Holland 


Bibliography 
“The Gospel In Art” 
“Art and Character” 
“Christ and the Fine Arts” 


Albert Edward Bailey: 
Albert Edward Bailey: 
Cynthia Pearl Maus: 
Clifton Hardy: ‘The Bible In Art” 

John LaFarge: “The Gospel Story In Art” 

Elizabeth H. Bonsal: “Famous Hymns and Their Stories”’ 


December 10, 1939 
Second Sunday in Advent 


GREAT CHRISTIAN HYMNS 


Luke 1:68-79 
(Rev. T. Benton Peery, S.T.D., Philadelphia, Pa.) 


Preparation 
Read: “Sacred Song’’—Horine 
“Lyric Religion’”’—H. Augustine Smith 
“The Hymn As Literature’’—Reeves 
Suggested Program 
Prelude 


Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (P. S. H. 134) 
Psalm 95 in unison 
Prayer: For Spiritual Enrichment (P. S. 
Scripture Lesson: Luke 1 :68-79 
Hymn: “Beautiful Saviour’ (P. S. H. 184) 
Present the Topic and Plan of Meeting 
Hymn: “When I Survey the Wondrotis Cross” (P. S. H. 76) 
Discussion: (It is suggested that material on each hymn sung can 
be given by different persons before the hymn is used.) 
Hymn: “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” (P. S. H. 79) 
Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 
Closing Hymn: ‘Abide With Me” (P. S. H. 346) 
(To be sung with darkened lights or candlelight 


H., No. 34) 


Ten Great Christian Hymns 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name’’ 
“Beautiful Saviour” 
“Come Hither Ye Faithful’ 
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
“Wow Firm a Foundation” 
“OQ Sacred Head Now Wounded” 
“Jesus! the Very Thought of Thee” 
“Abide With Me; Fast Falls the Eventide” 


Additional Scripture Passages: Psalms 98, 100, 103, 118, 148 and 150 


Poem 
Closing Stanzas of “THE DAY IS DONE” 
By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
Such songs have power to quiet 
The restless pulse of care, 
And come like the benediction 
That follows after prayer. 
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Then read from the treasured volume 
The poem of thy choice. 

And lend to the rhyme of the poet 
The beauty of thy voice. 


And the night shall be filled with music, 
And the cares, that infest the day, 
Shall fold their tents, like the Arabs, 
And as silently steal away. 
Quotations 
“Of all forms of English poetry today the hymn-book 
stands first in popular favor.’—Jeremiah Bascom Reeves 


“Luther’s ‘A Mighty Fortress Is Our God’ heads the 
list of hymns translated into 178 languages and may 


rightly be called the ‘Great International Hymn’. 
—Carl Doving, Lutheran Hymnologist 


““O Sacred Head Now Wounded’ has 
three tongues, Latin, German and in English, and in 
three Confessions, Roman, Lutheran, and Reformed, 
with equal effect the dying love of our Saviour and our 
boundless indebtedness to Him.’—Dr. Philip Schaff 


shown in 


“The hymns of Isaac VVatts God has made a more 
abundant and universal blessing than the verses of any 
other uninspired penman that ever lived. 

—James Montgomery, Hymn-writer 


Topic 

The Scripture passage for this study is the Bene- 
dictus of Zacharias, one of the earliest songs of the New 
Testament, found in our Matin service. Using it as a 
setting we take the theme, “Great Christian Hymns.” To 
select ten hymns to be used is no small task, for there 
are so many fine hymns, and each lover has his or her 
own favorites. Five hymns are listed in the Program, 
and five more optional ones have been selected to lend 
variety. Some very great hymns had to be omitted; the 
ones chosen are representative, widely used and should 
be known by all Christians. Use all ten if time allows 
and the interest is sustained. Here are a few facts. 


A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

This is the greatest of Luther’s many hymns, based 
on the 46th Psalm. It is found in every Church hymnal, 
being translated into more languages than any other, 178 
in all. Heine called it the ‘““Marseillaise of the Reforma- 
tion.’ Luther composed the chorale which gives us the 
music and also wrote the words. It is the greatest hymn 
of Protestant Germany, and every Lutheran should know 
it and take pride in singing it. The hymn was sung in 
February, 1546, at Wittenberg, when Luther was buried, 
and the first line is cut on his tombstone. 


All Hail The Power of Jesus’ Name 

Written by Edward Perronet, an English clergyman, 
this hymn has been styled the English Te Deum, the 
most inspiring and triumphant hymn in the English lan- 
guage. The tune, “Coronation,” so often used, was com- 
posed by an American, Oliver Holden, and is a great 
favorite in this country. The tune, “Miles Lane,” is best 
for singing, the refrain having a litte stOL atne Welces 
found in no other hymn. 


Beautiful Saviour, King of Creation 
Our theme for the month would make this a “must” 
hymn. A glorious German hymn of great beauty, adora- 
tion and praise. We cannot pay personal tribute to its 
author, for he is unknown. The hymn appeared first in 
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the Muenster Gesangbuch of 1667, and the text with the 
familiar music was found in a book of Silesian folk-songs. 
It is perhaps the favorite hymn of Lutheran clergymen, 
but also known and loved by children, young people and 
adults. Dr. Joseph A. Seiss has given to us the best 
English translation found in most Lutheran hymnals. 


Two Christian Hymns 

There are many beautiful hymns for the Christmas- 
tide, but only two are here mentioned. “Come Hither, 
Ye Faithful” is a favorite Latin hymn of the 17th cen- 
tury, and has been translated into 119 languages. It was 
known as the processional song for the religious orders, 
as they assembled for the Christmas morning service, 
and is sung today in every land where the birth of 
Christ is celebrated. The author is unknown. ‘““Hark The 
Herald Angels Sing” was written by Charles Wesley, 
whom some call the great hymn-writer of the English- 
speaking tongue. By popular use it is listed as one of 
the four greatest of our hymns, the music coming from 
Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy. The Christian world will 
always sing the hymns of Charles Wesley. He wrote 
some 6,500 of them, not a few of them sung around the 
world. This is a glorious song based upon material 
found in Isaiah 9:6. 


When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 

This is a hymn of Isaac Watts, who is on equality 
with Charles Wesley as the outstanding religious singer 
of the English-speaking world. Here is his masterpiece 
of impassioned contemplation, founded on Galatians 6:14. 
It has been translated into many languages, appeared in 
1709, and has been received with greatest favor. Watts 
was the one man who more than any other, established 
the hymn as a type of English poetry. He wrote many 
hymns based upon the Psalms. Matthew Arnold heard 
this hymn sung on the last Sunday of his earthly life, 
was heard to have repeated it to himself afterwards, and 
exclaimed, “the greatest hymn in the English language.” 


How Firm a Foundation 

Where can we find a more exultant song of faith? 
“How Firm a Foundation” is based upon Isaiah 43:1, 2, 
and first appeared in Dr. John Rippon’s book of 1787, 
signed by the letter “K.” Few hymns are more helpful 
to people who need courage and strength. It has been 
a favorite of many, and again the author is unknown. 
Andrew Jackson, approaching death, asked his friends 
to sing this, the favorite hymn of his wife. It was the 
favorite hymn of Robert E. Lee, Theodore Roosevelt, 
and Woodrow Wilson, and was sung at the funeral sery- 
ice of each of them. 


O Sacred Head Now Wounded 

Every Luther Leaguer should know and sing this 
hymn. It is a pity it is only used on Good Friday, for 
it is one of the greatest hymns of the Church. The 
music is most lovely, taken from the Passion Choral. It 
is not so well-known outside the Germanic Churches. 
Two great hymn-writers gave it to the world, Bernard 
of Clairvaux and Paul Gerhart. Bernard’s Latin Passion- 
tide hymn or poem of 350 lines was the basis of the 
German hymn by Paul Gerhart. The latter wrote 125 
hymns which are “among the noblest pearls in the 
treasury of sacred poetry.” This hymn is one of the 
finest and best in any language, picturing the crucified 
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Saviour and His redeeming love for sinners. By all 
means become familiar with this hymn. Note the quota- 
tion by Dr. Philip Schaff. 


Jesus! The Very Thought of Thee 

Here is another hymn direct from Bernard of Clair- 
vaux. He was fond of the long poem. The one from 
which this hymn was taken was called “The Name of 
Jesus,” containing 42 stanzas. Bernard was filled with 
the love of Christ. His devotion found expression in a 
few hymns which the Church will always sing. He be- 
longed to the 12th century and filled one of the most 
influential positions in the Middle Ages. His life writ- 
ten by Storrs, has brought inspiration to many a church- 
man. Luther called Bernard ‘the best monk that ever 
lived.” 


Abide With Me; Fast Falls The Eventide 

It is natural for us to choose this evening of Great 
Christian Hymns with “Abide With Me.” It is not an 
evening hymn but one written for the evening of life. 
This was the “swan-song” of Henry Francis Lyte, an 
Anglican clergyman of culture and refinement. His life 
was saddened by many disappointments and failing 
health, so he poured forth his feeling into his intense 
hymns. This hymn is unsurpassed in spiritual depth, 
purity and beauty. Seven of Lyte’s hymns are found in 
our-Common Service Book, but his fame abides by 
virtue of this. single song. It has been translated into 
128 languages, and its words have often been on the 
lips of the dying. “Abide With Me” is one of the most 
tender, fervent and poetic of hymns. It has been called 
“the great consolation song of Christianity.” 


Questions for Discussion 
1. What book, next to the Bible, should. every 
Leaguer know and cherish? 


EN BGG 


2. What makes a hymn “ereat,: “popular?” 


3. What common characteristics have these ten 


hymns? 

4. Have you a favorite hymn? If so, is it to be found 
in this list? 

5. Distinguish between a hymn and a gospel song. 
Which is the more important and will live the longest? 


6. Is a good musical setting for a hymn absolutely 


necessary? 
1 


7. How many different hymns do you use in your 
Luther League devotions? Is the number too few? 


8. Name your own list of ten great Christian hymns. 
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December 17, 1939 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 


A Christmas Pagrant 


See Page Four of this 
CHRISTMAS ISSUE 
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December 24, 1939 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 


THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Luke 2:8-14 
(By Miss Mary Boeckel, York, IPE 


Suggested Program 
Prelude: Variation of Christmas hymns arranged in medley 
Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear’ (25 P. S. H.) 
Prologue: By the Leader 
Scripture: Luke 2:8-14 
Prayer 
Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks’” (24 P. S. H.) 
Presentation of Topic (The stocking, holly, mistletoe, fir tree) 
Read Isaiah 60:13 
Sing: “Silent Night, Holy Night” (20 P. S. H.) 
Continue Presentation of Topic: The Giving of Gifts 
Offering 
Offertory: “We Three Kings of Orient Are” (53 P. S. H.) 
Prayer (After gifts have been placed around tree) 
Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem’ (23 P. S. H.) 
The Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 


Suggestions To Leader 


The room ought to be made as attractive as possible with a fire- 
place, stockings, candles, holly wreath, mistletoe and tree with 


lights. 
The Prologue 
The charm of the night before Christmas 
Lovely and happy and gay, 
Is found at home with our loved ones 
Together at close of the day. 
In fancy, the Shepherds are kneeling 
On hills beneath starlit skies, 
See the angels all shining in splendor— 
Hear their glorious song arise. 
In our heart the old song still echoes— 
All the beauty of that still night 
So again we are telling the story 
Gathered round the hearth fire bright. 
Holly wreaths with berries of crimson 
Tell the story to passersby— 
Trees aglow with candles all shining 
Like the stars in Bethlehem’s sky. 
Here we see the stockings all hanging 
By the mantle, two, three in a row— 
Await their love-gifts, all telling 
Of love’s gift so long, long ago. 
—M. Eleanor Frey 
Prayer (After the gifts have been placed under the tree): O God, 
who hast made this most holy night to shine with the bright- 
ness of the true light: Grant, we beseech Thee, that as we have 
known on earth the mysteries of that light, we may also come 
to the fullness of His joys in heaven; who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 
end. Amen. 


The Stocking 


Christmas Eve we hang our 
Custom old yet ever new— 
Hoping, trusting, that to-morrow 
Some one, somewhere, thinks of you; 


stockings— 


Faith is ever hoping, trusting— 
Faith through Him, the Greater Gift 
And love will find the art of giving— 
Hopes fulfilled, our hearts uplift. 


Homes of yesterday were heated by open hearths. 
So the place of hanging the stocking was readily pro- 
vided. Just why stockings came to be used as recepta- 
cles for Christmas gifts is nowhere satisfactorily ex- 
plained. Their place is usually by the chimney; yet in 
some parts of Europe they are hung at a window. In 


Page Twenty-five 


certain regions of France and Germany it is the shoe 
that is put out; but this belongs to the same part of 
the human anatomy and, of course, antedates it. Shoes 
play an important part in ancient folk lore. An old 
German custom was to place them wrong wise at the 
end of the bed as a protection against the alp or night- 
mare. No doubt shoes and stockings were put near the 
fire-place for the same reason that an old boot was as- 
sociated with a wedding, to bring good luck and drive 
away evil spirits. And once, as the story runs, a great 
good luck came. St. Nicholas dropped a purse down a 
chimney which, instead of falling on the hearth, dropped 
into a stocking! After that it is said the pretty custom 
became popular to the everlasting delight of the chil- 
dren, That most ravishing rhyme, “’Twas the Night 
Before Christmas” undoubtedly did much to make Santa 
Claus or St. Nick and the stocking popular with young 
Americans. 
The Holly 

If you want the Christmas spirit 

And a little bit of cheer, 

Go, find a wreath of holly 

And hang it somewhere near 


Hang it in the window 

Or perchance, wpon the wall, 

Its crimson berries, gleaming, 
Will the Christmas cheer re-call— 
The warmth of candles glowing— 
Hear again the angels sing— 
Just hang a wreath of holly 

And the Christmas bells will ring, 


“Christmas! the joyous period of the year. 
Now with its bright holly all your temples strew, 
With laurel green and sacred mistletoe.” 


In some old Christmas songs holly and ivy are linked 
together and sometimes appear in strange antagonism to 
each other. Holly is the man’s plant while ivy is the 
woman's. 


To the peoples of Northern Europe the holly was 
the type of the burning bush, and so a symbol of the 
chaste maiden, chosen to be the Mother of Christ, whose 
being glowed with the sacred fire of the Holy Spirit. But 
others said the tree had bright red berries shining out 
from dark spiny leaves of burnished green; and these 
spoke of the blood drops which the cruel thorns drew 
from the Saviour’s brow. Of all the Christmas greens, 
“the holly bears the crown.’ The holly wreaths of to- 
day with their star of light in the center symbolize at 
once the joyful Mysteries of the Incarnation and the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the Cross and Passion which 
were always linked together in medieval thought. 


The Mistletoe 
Mistletoe spells romance sweet, 
At Christmas time— 
Hang it where love’s eye will meet 
At Christmas time— 
Youth will find a way to greet 
With no alarm 
And find that romance, lovely, sweet, 
Spreads Christmas charm. 


The mistletoe is perhaps the fullest of all of ro- 
mance. The ancient Britons had a great ceremony and 
feasts at the cutting of the plant which took place about 
the middle of November. The ceremony was presided 
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over by the priests and sacrifices were offered to the 
gods. After the festivities were over and before the 
people dispersed, the mistletoe was divided into small] 
portions and distributed them. The precious 
sprig was carried home and hung over the doors of their 
dwelling, because the protective and curative virtues of 
the plant were believed to be endless. The Scandinavian 
countries’ mythology says that the berry, the whitest 
of all white, symbolizes the Christ, the purest of all pure. 


among 


Among others the kissing ceremony was never com- 
plete, the wise aver, unless a pearly berry were pre- 
sented to the maiden as a token of good luck; and 
then when all plucked the privilege ceased. Yet it is 
quite possible that this mode of saluting under the 
mistletoe may be the kiss of peace, which was practiced 
in the Ancient Church, made of believers one 
loving household of faith. 


which 


The Fir Tree 
Christmas eve as twilight falls 
We draw the curtains gainst the night— 
Shadows dancing on the walls 
Pictured by the hearth fire, bright. 
In the corner, fragrant, bold, 
Stands the fir-tree, all aglow— 
With lights that shine like stars in old 
Judean skies so long ago. 
Trees of spruce or fir or pine 
With twinkling stars that gleam so bright— 
May this light of love divine 
Rest in our heart this Christmas night. 


In America, we have always used the pointed ever- 
green at Christmas time but the origin of its use comes 
to us from long ago. There is a German legend which 
tells how St. Winifred went into the forest with a group 
of converts to hew down the mighty oak tree, the ob- 
ject of their old Druidic worship. Suddenly a great 
wind descended from the heavens. It gripped the oak 
tree, which, groaning, fell asunder. Unharmed by the 
ruin and just where the oak had stood, was a lovely 
young fir tree, its green spire pointing to the stars. 


Amazed by its beauty, St. Winifred said: ‘This little 
tree, a young child of the forest, shall be your holy tree 
tonight. It is the wood of peace, for your houses are 
built of fir. This tree shall be a sign of endless life, for 
its leaves are evergreen. See how it points upward to 
the heavens! Let this be called the tree of the Christ- 
Child. Gather about it—not in the wild woods—but in 
your own homes; for there it will shelter lovely gifts 
and rites of kindness.” And so each Christmas finds the 
pointed evergreen in the homes of German folk. 


There are many other legends concerning the fir tree 
and you may use any or all of them if time permits. 


Although the origin of the domestic Christmas tree 
is popularly ascribed in Germany to Martin Luther; and, 
remembering his tender interest in the Gospel of the 
Nativity, the inspiration may have well proceeded from 
him. The great Reformer, it is said, wandered out one 
Christmas Eve and became entranced with the wonder 
and beauty of the sky. Looking up he thought of Him 
“Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven.” On his return home he set up for his chil- 
dren a tree illuminated with numerous candles to repre- 
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sent the gracious heavens that had sent forth the “Little 
Lord Jesus.” 


The Giving of Gifts 
A giit of gold at Christmas 
Or a bunch of roses, sweet 
Will never cover up the hurt 
To friends you failed to greet. 
A gift, all wrapped in tinsel 
All lovely to the eye— 
Will never heal the wound you gave 
That caused some one to cry. 
The gift you give at Christmas 
Must not be of regret 
For words that you forgot to say 
When eyes with tears were wet. 
To give a gift at Christmas 
That brings happiness to you 
Comes from the heart that through the year 
Was s‘eadfast, loyal, true. 


Read St._John 3:16—The Greatest Gift of all. In 
Germany the custom was and still is that no practicat 
or useful gifts are ever placed upon the Christmas tree. 
These are placed on a table near by. In England they 
are placed underneath the tree. In the land of Luther it 
is to be solely a thing of beauty, and it succeeds when 
at the night the sparklets and other embellishments shine 
in the glare of the gleaming candles. The tree and the 
gifts may mean to us a symbol of Christ, as the Tree 
of Life who offers freely to all, His gifts of light and 
life of wisdom. 


The Greatest Gift of All 
Love’s royal Christmas gift, cradled 
In a stable in Bethlehem town— 


Shepherds came, kneeling, adoring, 

While the glory of heaven shone down; 
This gift comes to all through the ages, 
This Christ of life’s every day road— 

If we go, like the shepherds to meet Him, 
He will make in our hearts His abode. 


New Year's Eure 


Watchntaht Service 


See Page Eight of this 
CHRISTMAS ISSUE 
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December 3, 1939 


BEING A GOOD NEIGHBOR 
Matthew 25 :31-46 
(By Miss Anna H. Zophs, Union City, New Jersey) 


The phrase “being a good neighbor” implies much 
more than simply being kind and helpful to the person 
living near us. Had you considered it in that light only? 
Does your neighborliness include only those who live in 
the next apartment or nearest house? 

Of course, when someone talks of being neighborly 
the first thing we think of is that person living nearby 
or sitting next to us in school or League. We immedi- 
ately consider these people, as the topic leader asks the 
question, “Are you being a good neighbor?” We think 
of pranks we played and resolve to be more considerate 
of their feelings in the future. Certainly this is a natural 
reaction to such a question. These people are our friends, 
our neighbors, and in considering this subject, naturally 
we remember those whom we see daily. It should be 
our purpose to strive, first of all, to be fair in all our 
dealings—in work, in play, in school and in League. To 
be kind, patient, thoughtful, loyal, offering constructive 
criticism, is most necessary for our happiness and theirs. 


More Than a Local Need Implied 

But being a good neighbor goes far beyond local 
neighbors. We remember Jesus’ example and His teach- 
ing. Our scripture reveals Jesus’ standards of judgment. 
According to His words, no task is too humble, none too 
small, if rendered in His name. Jesus regards this type 
of service—neighborliness, if you will—to those in need 
as service unto Him. When we recall all that we have 
studied about Jesus, we are constantly reminded that He 
ministered lovingly and patiently to those who needed 
Him most. To people in distress He became the great 
Physician and great Helper. His teaching through par- 
ables constantly reminded the disciples and His followers 
to be good neighbors. 

In following Jesus’ admonition to help those in need, 
to feed the hungry, and give drink to the thirsty, to 
clothe the naked and visit the sick and those in prison, 
we must remember his statement, “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto Me.” That must be our constant reminde- 
as we go about our daily tasks. He has commanded us 
and we count it a privilege to serve Him in this way. 

Remember the parable of the Good Samaritan? 
(Luke 10:25-37) Does not that illustrate perfectly Jesus’ 
idea of neighborliness? In considering the parable we 
realize Jesus is not merely talking of neighborly help 
in a local way. The Good Samaritan knew nothing of 
the man who had been robbed and beaten. Nevertheless, 
having pity on that man, he helped him. Read the par- 
able and note Jesus’ answer to the lawyer who asked, 
“Who is my neighbor?” Jesus’ reply showed that neigh- 
borliness does not necessarily mean personal friendship 
and acquaintance with those in need. His command to 
“Go and do thou likewise” must be applied by us as 
we continue along life’s way. 


Lautermediate Oapics 
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Not all of us can be missionaries to far-away lands, 
but we can and do help support those who represent us 
there. In addition to our prayers we help through our 
gifts of clothing and money. The needs are brought to 
our attention. Christians—followers and disciples of 
Christ—are neighbors! Realizing this, because Christ 
has made it true through His Church, we are eager and 
glad to help. 


Possibilities of Neighborliness 

There are so many avenues of neighborly assistance 
open. Had you thought of corresponding with another 
Christian boy or girl, far across the seas, to learn their 
customs and habits, to obtain information and tell others 
about them? Would you consider that being neighborly? 
When friends leave home for school we write to keep in 
touch, sending them home-news and learning of their 
school life and good times. Why not carry that neigh- 
borliness farther and do it in connection with our for- 
eign missions? Or, if that does not fit local conditions, 
it can easily be applied to home or inner missions here in 
our own country. Through the last missionary project of 
The Luther League of America we have aided in home 
mission work by raising funds to build the Medical Center 
at Konnarock, Va. That was made possible through the 
neighborliness of Leaguers. Even though the quota has 
been reached, we need not stop. We should continue our 
neighborliness through correspondence and contacts with 
Leaguers in that area. Many suggestions could be of- 
fered. For example, why not pack a box at Christmas 
time in which clothing, books, toys, pencils, writing tab- 
lets and hosts of other things might be included, and 
send it to Konnarock? That could be done with the 
Yuletide greetings of your League. There are many, 
many more ideas which will come to you if you really 
consider the subject and truly want to be neighborly. 
Then, would it not be interesting to follow developments 
of the hospital which we have shared in building? 

So, too, with other missionary enterprises. It would 
prove helpful to exchange ideas and plans with others. 
Through these contacts we would learn more about their 
problems; they in turn would become better acquainted 
with our conditions and customs, and thus we would all 
come to a greater knowledge and be better-fitted to fur- 
ther the work of Christ's Kingdom. This is mentioned 
merely to show how easily “Being a Good Neighbor” 
can be applied outside our immediate community. Home, 
foreign, and inner missions all have great possibilities. 


The Foundation of Neighborly Actions 

It should not be necessary to mention the foundation 
for all our neighborliness, but so very often we forget. 
The basis of all our work must be love. Without that 
it is useless even to think along these lines. Jesus’ work 
was based on love. His teachings, leadership, sufferings 
and death were all because of His love for us. Through 
His parables and works we have come to know that His 
commandment, “Love one another even as I have loved 
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you” is the reason and basis for our neighborly actions, 
and knowing this, we must be guided by this love in 
endeavoring to carry out His commission. In the future 
when we think of the question of neighborliness, let us 


realize how very much there is implied. 


For Discussion and Study 

Mention some ways in which Leaguers can be neigh- 
borly in your community. 

If you live in a metropolitan area, would you con- 
sider visiting a Sunday School of another race as a bit 
of neighborliness? Discuss this possibility. 

What are your thoughts of neighborliness toward 
orphans and those less fortunate than we? 

Is it possible for your. League to use any of the 
suggestions given in this topic? Do you think anything 
really worth-while will ever come from this discussion? 
If not, why not? What can you as an individual do to 
make these ideas amount to something? Why not do it? 


December 10, 1939 
GOOD WILL ACROSS THE SEAS 
Acts 10:1-48 
(By Pearle Stockman, Little Mountain, South Carolina) 


Introduction 

There is no more significant chapter in the history of 
missions than the tenth chapter of The Acts. Nearly 
1900 years have passed since Peter had this vision, and 
yet narrowness and prejudice and racial differences fil! 
men’s thoughts. 

God is no respecter of persons. Why should He be? 
He sent His Son to save all. What a privilege it is to 
go to any man, no matter where he lives, or how he 
lives, or what he is like, and tell him of God’s love. 

God has commanded, “Go ye into all the world.” 
“Good will” is part of the Angel’s message to the shep- 
herds on the night of Jesus’ birth. 


Ways of Showing Gocd Will 

One way to cultivate “Good Will Across the Seas” 
is to cultivate the friendship of a few persons from other 
lands. There are probably some representatives from 
other countries in your community. Have you treated 
them like human beings? Peter must have thought dif- 
ferently of all other Gentiles when he came into contact 
with Cornelius. 

Another way to take first steps in “Good Will Across 
the Seas” is to read books on what people of other races 
have done, and what they stand for. If we knew more 
about other races, we would think of them differently. 
We forget we are more closely related to other people 
by ties of blood than we may think. 

“We may prove it chemically. Take a drop of blood 
flowing free and unmixed for a thousand years from the 
veins of a black man, a white man, and a yellow man; 
label each so that you will know which is the white, 
which the black, which the yellow. Now give these drops 
of blood over to the chemist, and ask him to tell you 
which one was white, which black, which yellow. Here 
is the startling result—there is not a man who has 
ever lived, who lives today, or possibly ever will live, 
who can tell by any process which drop of blood be. 
longed to which race. In saying this, you are but re- 
peating a statement made by St. Paul and recorded in the 
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book of The Acts, ‘God. hath made of one blood all na- 
tions’.”—By Dr. Durkee in “The Unity of Mankind.” 

If you were asked, where is good will shown to- 
day? you might answer by reciting the name of practi- 
cally every non-Christian land on the earth. 


India 
Lutheran work in India goes back to 1705, but as 
far as American Lutherans are concerned, Rev. Heyer 
founded the Guntur Mission in 1842. It would be well 
nigh impossible to trace in detail the development of 
Yet they grew in strength 
Churches were 


Lutheran Missions in India. 
and numbers, in spirit and in service. 
founded and native pastors trained to serve them. 

During the biennium of 1925-1927 The Luther League 
of America gave to the Foreign Mission Board $30,000 
for an Administration Building at Andhra Christian Col- 
lege, India. This was truly a gilt-edge investment. 


South America 

There are two missions in South America. One in 
British Guiana and the other in the Republic of Argen- 
tine. Argentine is a great and wonderful country about 
half as large as the United States. 

American Lutheran Mission work began there in 
1908. In 1927-1929 The Luther League of America gave 
$12,500 for Luther. League Hall, Buenos Aires, Sout: 
America. The bronze tablet which marks this gift in the 
Argentine bears the inscription “From the Youth of 
North America to the Youth of Argentine.” 


Porto Rico 

Having completed two missionary objectives “Across 
the Seas” our League decided to build a Training School 
for Parish Workers and Kindergarten teachers at Monte 
Flores, Porto Rico. $25,000 was given for this project. 

Senorita Carmen M. Villarini brought with her to 
America from Porto Rico to the National Convention at 
Reading, the shovel that was used to break the ground 
at Monte Flores. The shovel was used to plant an 
American elm tree in the Churchyard of Trinity Church. 
Officers and members of the League took turns in using 
the shovel and all joined in a prayer that the tree may 
grow, and serve as a memorial to the “hands clasped by 
the Luther Leaguers.” 

Japan 

The Japan mission was the particularly beloved mis- 
sion of the Southern Lutheran Church! In 1892 the 
United Synod of the South sent its first missionary to 
Japan. At Tokyo is Iccated the Japan Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary. No one can measure its value. 

The Japan Mission has two fine schools for higher 
education—Kyushu Jo—Gakuin (Janice James School, 
the Girl’s School) and Kyushu Gakium (The Boys’ 
School) both at Kumamoto. 

The Luther League of America has given $15,315.53 
for an Administration Building at t!.e Lutheran Semi- 
nary at Tokyo. In appreciation of this gift the Seminary 
has installed in the central vestibule of the main build- 
ing a bronze tablet on which is embossed “This Building 
is the gift of The Luther League of America, in grateful 
appreciation of which this tablet is erected by the Japan 
Lutheran Theological Seminary.” 

China 

At the 40th Anniversary Convention which met in 

Charleston, July 1935, The Luther League of America 
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adopted as its special missionary objective of the next 
biennium $10,000 for China. This was known as the 
Tai Tung Chen project and provided for a Chunchh sa 
social center consisting of a kindergarten, a dispensary, 
and equipment for Christian education. 


Konnarock 

Realizing that the light that shines farthest away 
shines brightest at home, the objective for 1937-1939 was 
$10,000 for a Medical Center at Konnarock, Virginia. 
Again gifts of love and sacrifice were made and the 
$10,000 grew to over $12,000. 

In receiving the check at the convention in Cali- 
fornia, Mr. Walker, Treasurer of the Board of American 
Missions, expressed appreciation by quoting Isaiah, “How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those who 
bringeth good tidings.” 


Next Objective 

The next biennium we again go “Across the Seas.” 
Our objective is $10,000 for a Boys’ School in Liberia, 
Africa. 

Closing 

These objectives have been a blessing and an inspira- 
tion to The Luther League of America. Broader hori- 
zons have been the results of these contacts. We have 
learned that men and women everywhere have the same 
heartaches and the same yearnings of the soul that we 
have. The money we send over the waters or give to the 
work of missions will return to us in the blessings to 
our own souls. 


December 17, 1939 
EXPLORING THE HYMN BOOK 
Psalm 136 :1-9 
(Rey. William J. Ducker, Arlington, Va.) 

In the strictest sense “the hymn book” of the United 
Lutheran Church in America is that of “The Common 
Service Book with Hymnal.’ However, the Church has 
authorized other hymn books for special purposes, for 
example, for the various age groups in Church Schools 
and the several auxiliaries. Those issued to date include 
“The Children’s Hymnal and Service Book,” “Hymns 
and Prayers for Church Societies and Assemblies,” and 
“The Parish School Hymnal.” This last was prepared 
for the Intermediate, Senior, Young People’s and Adult 
Departments. Since it is used at the majority of League 
meetings, we shall use it as the basis of our exploration. 


History of It 

Since “The Parish School Hymnal” does not contain 
a Preface we must go to the Minutes of The United 
Lutheran Church in America (Richmond Convention, 
1926, Page 405) to learn scmething of its origin. One 
of the earliest tasks (before 1922) to which The Parish 
and Church School Board set itself, in accordance with 
its charter, was the preparation of hymnals for Church 
School use. At the Chicago Convention in 1924, the 
Church empowered the Board “to proceed with the work 
in consultation with the Common Service Book Com- 
mittee,” the Church’s trustees and conservators of its 
liturgical treasures. Though it was originally proposed 
to have two books, one standard and the other popular, 
it was finally decided to combine the material and print 
‘one book. Thus in 1926 “The Parish School Hymnal” 
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appeared. It has proven very popular and to date 330,000 
copies have been issued. 


Its Contents 

The book is both a hymnal and a service book, con- 
taining a collection of 371 hymns, “based upon the best 
usage in at least 30 present day Sunday School hymnals,” 
and a variety of necessary and desirable liturgical mate- 
rials for Lutheran use. A special Order of Service for 
Sunday Schools, the Matins, Vespers, Versicles for all 
occasions, a complete and specially-prepared collection 
of Collects and Prayers, Psalms, Canticles, and the Small 
Catechism are included in the book. There is also a table 
of Psalms proper for festivals and seasons and a table of 
Scripture readings. The most recent edition has had an 
Appendix added, containing the services of the Common 
Service Book with music. 

The book is also replete with indexes covering the 
hymnal, pages i to xiv. Those preparing worship pro- 
grams will find these invaluable, especially the index of 
subjects. The others are: Index of Tunes, Index of First 
Lines, with the names of carols for Christmas, Epiphany 
and Easter also grouped under these headings. 


The Hymns 

The 371 hymns of the book are arranged under 1 
number of general headings. The first, as we might 
properly expect, is “The Church Year.” Other genera! 
headings include: The Word, Holy Baptism, The Holy 
Communion, The Church, The Kingdom and Glory of 
Christ, The Christian Life, Times and Seasons. The last 
five of these have sub-heads. 


Suggested Explorations 

No. 1. If you have a large blackboard, write the 
words, “The Church Year,” at the top. Then under :t 
write the total number of hymns included in this classi- 
fication. During the topic period have the group fill in 
the sub-heads, writing the total number of hymns beside 
each. The same idea may be carried out with the other 
general headings. If no blackboard is available, the plan 
may be carried out by making advance assignments to 
individual members for placards. The favorite hymn in 
each section may also be recorded. 

No. 2. Prepare lists with some of the following ques- 
tions on each and distribute to different groups within the 
League. After explaining that the source of the tune is 
printed above the music in the right hand corner and the 
source of the words is found in the left hand corner, ask 
them to answer the questions on the papers distributed. 
Have the correct answers read after so long a time. 

1. What is the newest tune in the book? (There 
are a number of th: same date, that is, 1926. They are 
D2 Si, Gl, 25, UO, BO2S MNO iG anes ony ID Wg 12 
Ohl. Ask your pastor ahead of time to help you find out 
as much as possible about him. Choose at least one of 
these new tunes for your League to learn. As time per- 
mits have the pianist, or various Leaguers asked in ad- 
vance of the meeting, play others of the new tunes, 
while the remainder of the League listen and follow with 
their books.) 

2. What is the oldest tune in the book? (Probably 
No. 253. It is undated but it comes from an “Old He- 
brew Melody.’) 

3. What is the newest hymn found in the book? 
When and by whom written? (No. 21, by George H. 
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Trabert, 1923, Though it is possible that No. 165 is 
newer but it is undated.) 

4. What is the oldest hymn found in the book? 
(No. 225, by Clement of Alexandria, about 200 A. D.) 
Notice that it is a hymn for young people. 

5. How many of the hymns are by women? (30 
women wrote 47 of tne hymns in this collection, most of 
them contributing only one each, Frances Ridley Haver- 
gal wrote 12—Nos. 11, 68, 96, 156, 159, 257, 269, 278, 2S). 
284, 337, 351; Mrs. Cecil F. Alexander, SESINGSy lW/a Hs), 
204; Fanny J. Crosby, 4—Nos. 42, 69, 207, 221); Mary A. 
Lathbury, 2—Nos. 273, 348.) It should be added that 6 
others translated 10 more hymns in the book, the largest 
number (11) being the work of Catherine Winkworth. 

6. How many of the tunes are by women? But 3, 
Frances R. Havergal having written No. 201; Vouise 
Reichert, No. 307; and Charlotte Barnard, No, 127.) 

7. How many hymns of Luther are included in the 
book? (Answer, 4) Which are they? (Nos. 14, 102, 121, 
and 134.) 

8. Which of Luther’s hymns has been translated 
into more languages than any other hymn? (No. 134. 
Translated into 183 languages.) 

9. From what languages have translations of hymns 
in this book been made? (Greek, 9—Nos. 9, 66, 81, 89, 
129, 174, 223, 296, 344; Latin, 20—Nos. 1, 4, 8, 16, 34, 45, 
(ail, WO, SE, ME, TN, MLO, VAS, AS), lo), Aeish, Ziel SE YAE 
Germans ol——Nios: 0) 791420) 795 LOZ iG a0 ZI 22; 
134, 148, 179, 184, 215, 242, 248, 287, 302, 303, 306, 308, 
309, 314, 315, 318, 328, 329, 334, 336, 353; Danish, 2—Nos. 
39 and 137; Italian, I—No. 78; Welsh, 1—No. 227; He- 
brew, 1—No. 253.) 

10. How many of the tunes are by Lutheran com- 
posers? Answer, 18. The Nos. are: 23, 33, 39, 41, 61, 
88, 91, 114, 129, 140, 277, 227, 224(1), 217, 284, 294, 302, 
338.) How many composers? List them. How many 
hymns are by modern American Lutheran authors? 
(Answer, 7. They are: Nos, 140, 165, 217, 294, 295, 307, 
21.) How many authors? List them. 

N. B—With the aid of a book like H. Augustine 
Smith’s “Lyric Religion,’ many more or different ques- 
tions could be devised for a true-false test or quiz. 

No. 3. Have the story of some hymn in The Par- 
ish School Hymnal told. (See any standard book of 
hymn stories.) If any of the following are chosen, in- 
formation may be found in “The Lutheran” of the date 
indicated. 


“Vule-Tide Song’”—T. Benton Peery .......... December 14, 1938 
“More About Carols’—M. K. Bartlett ..December 21 and 28, 1938 
“Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me”’—M. K. Bartlett ....... January 18, 1939 
“My Jesus, As Thou Wilt”—M. K. Bartlett ...... January 25, 1939 
“Abide With Me’—M. K. Bartlett .............. February 1, 1939 


...February 8, 1939 
“Blest Be The Tie That Binds’”—M. K. Bartlett.. February 15, 1939 
“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”—M. K. Bartlett ..March 8, 1939 
“When I Survey The Wondrous Cross’”—M. K. Bartlett 

March 15, 1939 
“Tn the Cross of Christ I Glory’—M. K. Bartlett..March 22, 1939 


“The Day of Resurrection’—M. K. Bartlett ........../ April 5, 1939 
“Take My Life and Let It Be’—M. K. Bartlett ....April 26, 1939 
Cust Assi Ami Me Ky Bartlett: sors cumin renirhn oon May 3, 1939 
“RecksoipAces;——Miuphe. Bartlett: sepiuti mie eta rae ter: July 5, 1939 
“Lead Kindly Light”—M. K. Bartlett ............ August 23, 1939 


(See “Open Letters” in “The Lutheran” of September 13, 1939) 


Great Hymns Widely Used 
Each of the following hymns contained in “The Par- 
ish School Hymnal has been translated into the number 
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of languages indicated beside it. This count is the work 
of Dr. Carl Doving, noted hymnalogist of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church, and represents the work of more than 


20 years. 
1. “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God’—Martin Luther ........ 183 
2. “Rock of Ages”—Augustus Montague Toplady .........-.: 150 
3. ‘Nearer, My God, To Thee”’—Mrs. Sarah Flower Adams ..142 
4, “Just As I Am, Without One Plea’”—Charlotte Elliott ....131 
5. “Abide With Me, Fast Falls The Eventide’—Henry F. Lyte ..131 
6. ‘“O Come, All Ye Faithful’ (‘‘Adeste Fideles’”)—Anon. ....125 
7. “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty’—Reginald Heber 118 
8. “Jesus, Lover of My Soul’—Charles Wesley ............ 115 
9. “What a Friend We Have In Jesus’—Joseph Scriven ....110 
10. “Now Thank We All Our God” (‘Nun danket’’) 

=——Martin) URamieart) 2is\..c aisrsnclerits o: cucterer oie tehatien sete teltaotedcnoteteustanere 110 
11. ‘‘Onward, Christian Soldiers’’—Sabine Baring-Gou'd ...... 108 
12. “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name’’—Edward Perronet ..110 
13. “Jesus, Still Lead On” (‘‘Jesu, geh’ voran) 

Nahe. Wom Zinc indi Rok fares iavsee eleusliotentucisnctsl aval peeleete ken tater 104 


December 24, 1939 


GOD’S GIFT TO MAN 


Matthew 1:18-25 
Reitz, St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Berrysburg, Penna.) 
The Meeting 

If your meetings are held on Sunday evenings, this 
one falls on Christmas eve. We do not usually open 
gifts until Christmas morning, but there is no harm in 
being early occasionally. The meeting may easily be 
planned so as to center in the thought of gifts, since the 
topic deals with God’s Gift. To get the Leaguers gift- 
minded let each of them bring an inexpensive gift from 
the five-and-ten or the stationery shop. Gifts should 
be of a religious nature, such as booklets, trinkets, and 
the like. 


If such a plan does not seem helpful, let the whole 
group share in a common gift from the League to some 
one in need, perhaps an orphans’ home or a needy family. 
An offering may be taken for that purpose; announced 
previously, of course. 


(Rev. Phares O. 


Gifts 

Christmas would not be Christmas to most of us 
if there were not the thrill of receiving gifts and the 
joy of giving them which have been part of the ob- 
servance of the day for many a year. As youngsters we 
did not—we could not, because we had not the oppor- 
tunity—we did not experience the joy of presenting gifts 
to others, but we were all familiar withithe happiness 
that comes with a gift received. In time to come the 
other side—the side of the giver—will also become a 
part of our experience and will be found equally gratify- 
ing and more lastingly a source of joy. For anyone can 
receive what is given, but only he with a God-like spirit 
can give. 

God’s Gifts 

We talk about gifts that men and women give one 
to another, but must not forget that there are gifts 
aplenty to be had for the asking, which are gifts that 
men and women can not give—the gifts of God. The 
gifts of God include such things which we sometimes 
do not recall—the advantages and possibilities and op- 
portunities that we receive because we are children of 
a land that is essentially Christian, largely determining 
what is right and wrong by the Word of God instead of 
the foolish ideas of men. We frequently forget that quali- 
ties like honesty, kindness, purity, love, justice—which 
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are usually taken for granted—are a part of our civiliza- 
tion not because they are natural to man, but because the 
influence of God has been felt among us. They are 
God’s gifts. 

There are others more noticeable: good and com- 
fortable homes, kind and loving parents, rain and sun- 
shine and beautiful countryside. Nothing has been spared 
by God which might help to make us happier. But there 
is another still greater than these. We mean Jesus. 


God’s Gift 

God wanted especially to have us know that He 
loved us. Many years He had tried to tell that to the 
people before the time of Jesus. But it seemed that 
many were not learning about the good news. So to 
make it more real, at the appropriate time He sent His 
own Son from heaven to become like men, to walk and 
talk with them, be one of them, and teach them plainly 
concerning the good things of the wisdom of God. This 
Son of God we regard the greatest Gift that ever man- 
kind received, for it is He that has shown to us God 
Himself. This very night we celebrate the birth, now 
almost two thousand years ago. We love to recall the 
story. 

The Story 

Here let one of the Leaguers in his own words tell 
about the family in Nazareth, the decree of the governor, 
the journey to Bethlehem, the full inn, and the birth in 
the stable. (Luke 2:1-7) 

Let another relate in his own words the story of 
the shepherds. (Luke 2:8-20) 


Questions for Discussion 

Do you think your home would be as pleasant as it 
is if Jesus had never been known in it? 

Is it enough merely to recognize the gift? Must we 
not respond to it in some manner? How? 

To whom should we be most eager to give gifts? 

What do we mean when we say that “the gift with- 
out the giver is bare?” 


December 31, 1939 
MISSIONARY OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN 
TEN MILES 
Luke 24:47; James 5:19, 20 

Suggestions to Leaders: Use a blackboard with topic in bold 
print. Or post up front a readable, attractive poster, Keep the sub- 
ject clearly before the Leaguers. Stories Nos. 1, 2 and 3 could be 
read from the Review. Use remainder only for suggestive thoughts. 

Missionary Opportunity No. 1 

Dick is a happy, carefree boy of 14 who lives in a 
residential section of the city. He, along with his par- 
ents, belongs to the one Lutheran Church in town. In 
his school district there are no “foreigners.” 

Albert lives in a poorer section of the same town. In 
his school room are classmates of several races. He 
grew up with them, but never thought of them in rela- 
tion to his Church. Albert and Dick both attend the 
Intermediate League. 

Recently the boys of the League talked over plans 
of organizing a “League” basketball team. Only those 
having official League membership could play on the 
team. But now there was a puzzle to solve. They needed 
a tall fellow to play center. Out of several suggestions, 
the most promising came from Albert, who said that a 
Russian boy in his school, named Vanka, “Van” for 
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short, would make a dandy center. Van’s possible League 
membership came up for discussion at a business meet- 
ing. Could Van of parental “Orthodox” faith be invited 
to join the League? Dick, for whom this was an entirely 
new experience, put his foot down on the whole matter 
and claimed he would quit the League before he’d see 
any foreigners coming into that Church. Was this the 
proper attitude? 

One of the girls suggested that perhaps the League 
should haye been inviting some of the nearby foreigners 
to Church long ago. Had they missed opportunity? An- 
other member became quite angry and tossed this bomb- 
shell with, “If you invite Van, you'll have to invite all, 
and it wen't be long until the Church will be over-run 
with Negroes.’ Could or would this happen? Who is 
truly American? Who are foreigners? How shall we of 
the Church treat foreign boys and girls of our towns 
and country? 


Missionary Opportunity No. 2 

Sara is president of her Sunday School Class, com- 
posed of 12 girls, 13-14 years of age. They are quite ac- 
tive, having not only an almost 100% Sunday morning at- 
tendance, but also frequent informal business and social 
meetings. Sara is much devoted to her responsibility. 
She has made plans and dreamed of the days when she 
could help her class become even more active and help- 
ful to the Church. 

Several months ago her family moved, having built 
a new home out in the suburbs. For these half-dozen 
weeks Sara has been riding the bus to the downtown 
Church for her class and its activities. She has found 
this arrangement most satisfactory. 

But yesterday a “home missionary” pastor of the 
Lutheran Church called at the home. Rey. T— said that 
the Synod had authorized him to start a mission parish 
out in this new East Side development. While he was 
not yet asking the parents to change membership, he 
was requesting the aid of such a fine leader as Sara. He 
wanted her to give up her Sunday School and League 
downtown, for he needed her over in the schoolhouse on 
Sundays to help organize and maintain Sunday School in 
a very simple, plain, and humble sort of way. 

Sara was talking this morning to another girl of the 
class who lives part way out toward this new housing 
development. She too belongs to Sara’s class, but she 
flatly refused to give up her downtown Church activities 
for anybody, no matter how badly they needed her in the 
new mission! 

If you were Sara, what would you do? Does she 
have a responsibility to the Church of her community? 
If no Lutheran Mission had been started, should “Saras” 
of our Church be on the lookout for starting Sunday 
Schools in unchurched areas, where children cannot get 
to Sunday School because of distance? If Sara did aid 
the mission, should her former class feel any responsi- 
bility to aid? Should an Intermediate Luther League un- 
dertake any similar responsibility—tfor instance, to bring 
about an crganization of an Intermediate League in 
Churches where none now exists? Is that true home 
missionary activity? 

Missionary Opportunity No. 3 

Cecil! and Hazel live across the railroad tracks with 
mother and two younger brothers. Before Daddy was 
killed in a drunken brawl, they lived out on the “avenue.” 
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Once Daddy had been the finest rollerman in the steel 
mill. Good wages had made college educations for all, 
a likely dream of the future. 

Then disaster fell. Daddy started going out with the 
wrong crowd. Mother pleaded in vain. She even called 
in Pastor Y—of the Lutheran Church where she went 
every Sunday with the kiddies. But Daddy didn’t wait 
to listen to God’s voice. Came bad, and worse, and then 
disaster. Mother hastily gathered what was left from 
one small insurance policy that he had not cashed in, and 
by hard work and thrift, tried to rear her family. Some- 
how God was seeing them through. They were most 
grateful and never missed Church to offer their thanks. 


Came the day when the Intermediate League was 
revived after 4 or 5 years of inactivity. Cecil and Hazel 
came within the 12-15 year age group and were asked 
to join. When it came to paying the small monthly dues, 
Cecil and Hazel, with the pride of the family that was 
in them, declared that they would pay like everyone else. 
It had been suggested that their dues be overlooked. 
Here were Intermediates who were willing to forego the 
few possible “movies” per year in order to pay League 
dues! Somehow Mother’s relief check just didn’t stretch 
to League dues. 

Then came more disaster. Being undernourished, 
one of the younger children went to bed with a con- 
tagious disease. The precious dollars that Mother had 
been saving to buy Confirmation clothes for Cecil and 
Hazel now had to go for extra food and certain medi- 
cines. Mother remade a dress for Hazel with some suc- 
cess, but now Cecil was refusing to be confirmed, because 
all the other boys had new suits. 


Cecil is very proud. He says little to anyone about 
home troubles and needs. However, Mother happened 
to mention the need in conversation with a mother of 
another Intermediate. 

What can the Intermediate League do? Could it 
play missionary here in its own territory? Should it 
turn to the pastor? Could they see that this case is re- 
ferred to a Lutheran Inner Mission Society or Lutheran 
Social Welfare group? Would Cecil accept a suit as a 
gift from the League? How would he feel every time he 
wore it? Could aid be quietly administered through the 
pastor? Does responsibility like this refer in any manner 
to Jesus’ last command (read it in the last chapter of 
Matthew)? Does it more truly tie up with I John 3:18? 
What are the Inner Mission opportunities in your section 
of the country? 


All Kinds of Missionaries! 

Having read and discussed these three incidents 
from everyday life (for this could happen to you), may- 
be we are beginning to find missionary opportunities in 
our own back yards. Doubtless you will recognize the 
particular three phases of the missionary work of our 
great United Lutheran Church: Foreign Missions, Home 
Missions, Inner Mission (Social Welfare). 


However, in addition, there are many other phases 
of missionary work. Essentially any who are “sent” (you 
Latin students, look up the root verb “mitto”) in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, are His missionaries. 
This includes the great work of Evangelism in our 
Church, for there are too many lax and lapsed Church 
members who need to be brought back into active Chris- 
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tian Church life (Luke 15). Christ’s mission to the Jew 
often should come into our responsible field of service. 
Individual and Personal Activity Counts 

If others would know Christ as a Saviour, we can- 
not sit back and “expect George to do the work.” Our 
responsibility is “Go ye.” Going forth to sow the pre- 
cious seed is not always accomplished by tossing a dime 
into the missionary box, and then going out to spend 
20 cents for a show. To gain the goal of our topic, 
“Missionary Opportunities Within Ten Miles,” we shall 
have to be the doers (quote James 1:22). 

If the Christians of Jerusalem had not sought out 
missionary opportunities within ten miles, how much of 
the world would be Christian today? If our League and 
its individual members become an active center for ac- 
complishing missionary activity, who can say what far- 
reaching results will be seen in 10 days or in 10 decades? 

Collection of Suggestions 

Take blackboard and list missionary suggestions 
from the Leaguers. Later consult pastor, parents, and 
friends to completely find what missionary opportunities 
may exist within a circle of 10 miles from your Church. 
A local map may aid you. 

Christmas is just past, but possibly you promoted 
or aided caroling to shut-ins or at a hospital. Such hymn 
sings can oft be repeated. Keep your Christmas spirit of 
sharing active throughout the year—possibly some family 
less fortunate than you presents a missionary opportuni- 
ty. One League puts on short plays of Christian nature, 
then takes these to the Jewish Mission center and to a 
nearby orphanage. A Junior or Intermediate choir may 
be of great assistance to some prison chaplain nearby. 
Always one can count on the fingers, possible acquaint- 
ances who should be Intermediate Leaguers, Sunday 
School scholars, or Church members. 


Who Gave You The Light? Will You Bear 
It Onward? 

Someone before you in community, national, and 
general Church history was interested in missionaiy op- 
portunities within ten miles. They looked for oppor- 
tunity; they tock responsibility; they found sinners; they 
turned them from the error of their ways; they saved 
souls from death. These missionary opportunities are 
now your responsibilities (James 5;19, 20). 


4 


INDEX 


Volume 51 December, 1939 Number 12 
Following theuS tart aes merc ce ices a ae ee ee 1 
And, By That Nighte. gee ee eee 2 
The Second Advent) 2oas.sate 4 eee ee ee ee 3 
‘BheeGoversPicture s ‘tra orcs te ieee ieee eae eee cee eee 3 
Phe Christmas Stony) ours seit ree heer ee eee 4 
Intermediates Messace antes patent eta nn sere a eS 5 
Luther WeaguesElipperst mn een ee 6 
Sustaining) sMembershipiieh laches een enns 7 
News Year ce Evem\Vatchimicties enw cuenta tn anaen 8 
Christmas neo co pias cle don eee 10 
TMirsti€bristimasm Oise taunt serene sean en 10 
Christmas: Patty +ie.n.8s secs eee ee 11 
IelpmAtrica—-s1 000082 rolec tamer aes eae ean 12 
SUggestiOns Lon luthereleca = (les het y= tts 13 
iherAngelforCGigistimnas tides WS ci 14 
Pinancial “Reports 0. 7a ee Oe 15 
Sustaining’ Membership Pages=n.. ))an eee eee 16 
News from Over the League Field .2.......505. 0008 ily 
Senior: | Topics: o.aucaherdea cele cee ee eee 21 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


A_ high-grade liberal arts college, ready to serve the 
educational needs of our Lutheran youth. 


Approved by all accrediting agencies, including the high- 
est—the Association of American Universities. 


‘ Strong foundation preparation for business, teacher-train- 
ing, home economics, medicine, law, theology, dentistry, in- 
dustrial chemistry, journalism, etc. 


Nineteen Departments, including Nationally-known 
School of Music 


Send today for catalog and view-book—free upon request 


President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue ard Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


peewee eee see 
TO INSURE THE FUTURE 


OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Muhlenberg College 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of 
strong scholarly faculty. 


Universities, A 
Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


American 


For catalogue and information, write to: 


Litt D ee Lieb = < 3 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - : 7 s 2 


Levering Tyson, President 


Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


Ella Engel, Russell Galt, Ph.D., 
Registrar Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 
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Have You Enrolled As a 


Contributing Member 


of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership Card by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
William H. Patrick, Jr., Chairman 


Send All Funds to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA: 


1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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An 
Inexpensive 
Gift 


SOLID COPPER 


HAMMERED BY HAND 
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ep EW ITEM—NOW WITH LUTHER LEAGUE EMBLEM 
Design No. 105—Luther League Emblem in Full Colors 


cone 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method of at- 
taching to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used for connecting 
the book-mark and clip. The book-mark is hammered by hand 
on edges and is made from solid copper, burnished and 
lacquered. 


Illustration is 
Design No. 100 


With Luther 
League 
Emblem 
instead of 
IHS Design 
No. 105 


Mlustrations Slightly Larger Than Cctual Size 


Designs numbered 200-300-400 are hand-painted in 
full colors in stamped design on each book-mark 


| Each book-mark is mounted in |e 
=) a specially designed Gift folder t 


35 cents each or 3 for $1.00 


Designs may be assorted 


Design No. 200 


Design No. 300 


ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DELAY 


Remittance must accompany, order 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


Design No. 400 


429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA 


